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French-Soviet Pact 
Rules Out Separate 
Peace With Nazis 


Treaty, In Effect At Once, 
Made In Accordance 
With World Plan 


PARIS, Dec. 17 (UP) — The 
French cabinet met today and heard 
Gen. Charles de Gaulle disclose the 
terms of the Franco-Soviet pact 
and outline his talks with Marshal 
Stalin, 

It was understood that the pact 
was effective immediately and pro- 
vides for one year’s notice of de- 
nunciation at the end of 20 years. 

The preamble underlines the ne- 
cessity’ for a French-Soviet pact 
whose prime objective is the defeat 
of Germany: and the inauguration 
of active postwar French-Soviet 
collaboration. 

Eight articles obligate the con- 
tracting parties to continue the 
struggle against Germany until the 
latter has been completely defeated, 
rendering each other all necessary 
assistance and undertaking not to 
conclude a separate armistice or 
peace with the present German 
Government or any other of Nazi 
tendencies. 

It was also understood that the 
treaty provides that France and 
Russia shall take joint steps to en- 
sure that Germany will be unable 
to make war again, and in the 
event of future German aggression, 
each will immediately and auto- 
matically come to the other’s aid. 

The treaty also forbids the con- 
tracting parties to conclude any 
alliance or participate in any coali- 
tion directed against the other 
contracting party and also provides 
for large-scale mutual economic as- 
sistance now and after the war. 

The treaty foresees French-So- 
viet participation in a general se- 
curity organization enabling the 
alliance to be integrated in accord- 
pe with the Dumbarton Oaks de- 
cisions. 


Nazis Hang 35 Hostages 
As Reprisal In Bologna 


ROME, Dec. 17—The Germans 
hanged 35 Italian hostages in the 
central section of Bologna three 
weeks ago, according to a person 
who arrived here yesterday after 
crossing the front line. 

The hanging was in reprisal for 
the blowing up of a German truck 
loaded with ammunition in the 
heart of Bologna by two young 
Patriots who escaped. The Nazi SS 
picked their victims from the city 
jail and from people passing by in 
the streets. They included workers 
and professional men of various 
ages. 























Printed In Italy 
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Sth Army Captures Faenza; 
Yanks Advance On Mindoro 





MacArthur's Troops Seize 
San Jose; Drive Meets 
Little Opposition 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 17 — 
American troops on Mindoro Is- 
land in the central Philippines, 
southwest of Manila, have cap- 
tured the town of San Jose and 
pushed inland generally about 
nine miles, while behind them 
on the plains country along the 
coast their engineers are building 
airstrips, General Douglas Mac- 
—* communique reported to- 

ay. 

San Jose, five miles from the 
beaches where the Yanks came 
ashore two nights ago, is the only 
town of any size in the southwestern 
part of Mindoro and third largest 
on the island, with a population of 
11,700. 

Resistance still was described in 
General MacArthur’s communique 
as negligible. The American left 
flank, crossing the Busunga River 
above San Jose, seized an enemy 
airfield without opposition. This 
field,. with the airstrips along the 
beach, are within a half hour flight 
over Manila. 

One reason for the weak resist- 
ance offered by the Japs was the 
valiant work of American carrier- 
based planes. Navy aircraft ranged 
every island of the region, particu- 
larly Luzon, with day and night 
patrols. The Associated Press 
pointed out that it was the first 
time in naval history that a carrier 
task force has ever kept a smother- 
ing blanket of fighter planes hover- 
ing constantly over any land mass 
even approaching the size of Luzon. 

The relentless Yank planes kept 
the 7,000 islands of the Philippines 
cut off completely from the Japa- 
nese Empire for the second day, the 
Associated Press reported. No Japa- 
nese ship, hardly a Japanese plane, 
moved in the northern Philippines 
without drawing ,the attention of 
American carrier aircraft. Around- 
the-clock patrols put 347 enemy 
planes out of dction. 

The Japanese were reported to 
have tried to bring planes in from 
Formosa, but failed. Twenty-seven 
were shot down. 

Vice Admiral John S. McCain 
commanded one fast carrier task 
force, keeping Luzon’s 100 airfields 
including the neiwork around Man- 
ila under constant attack. 

A Japanese naval communique, 
read by the Tokyo Radio, claimed 
today that Japanese air force units 
sank an Allied battleship or cruiser 
and three large and one medium 
transport in an attack during the 


(Continued on page 8) 








Nazis Admit Loss Of Town 
70 Miles From Bratislava 


MOSCOW, Dec. 17 (UP) — The 
military situation in the Budapest 
area appeared today to have 
reached a state of temporary stale- 
mate with the wnemy fiercely con- 
testing every yard of ground. 


{According to Berlin, the Red 
Army captured Ipolysag, a junc- 
tion town 70 miles due east of 
Bratislava, capital of Slovakia, 
and 100 miles east of Vienna. 

[The Russians said they took 
Saros Pataka, railway junction 
30 miles south of Kosice, vital 
Slovak city.] 


The Germans were skillfully ex- 
ploiting rivers, canals and eleva- 
tions for defense and _ sporadic 
counterattacks. Nevertheless, the 


Russians continued to inch their , 


way forward. in the northern, 
hortheastern and southern suburbs. 

The jiarge area adjoining Buda- 
best within a radius of 35 miles is 
completely ruined and without a 
Single undamaged village or ham- 





let. The blasting of the canals, the 
overflowing of rivers and the cease- 
less rains have obliterated all roads, 








~~ acre the region into a vast 
ake. 


While the fate of Hungary and 
possibly Vienna is being decided in 
the suburbs of Budapest, arduous 
battles have developed in the stra- 


(Continued on page 8) 


Civilian Production Frozen; 


Induction Speed-Up Ordered 





WASHINGTON, Dec. 17 


(UP)—Developments of the, past 48 


hours made plain today that the nation’s high commund is in dead 
earnest about stepping up immediately production of everything the 


armed forces must have to smash 


Germany and Japan. 


Against a background of daily more bitter fighting in western 
Europe and a brand new front in the Pacific, namely Mindoro, the 
resurgence of grim determination to keep the home front functioning 
in. high gear for war is manifested by the War Production Board’s 
general halt order until further notice on increases in civilian 
production and selective service orders to local draft boards to speed 
up induction of men.in the 26 to 37 age group. 

These developments meant the time for exhortation was past 


and the time for action at hand. 


High PWB officials, commenting 


on the civilian production halt order, said that current civilian 
production was at a greater over-all volume than normal peacetime 
output and that the new policy "isn’t going to work any hardship on 


anybody.” 


"It means,” an official said, "that we now have set the guide- 
posts to make sure everybody is going up the same alley.” 





Yank Units Forced 


To Yield 


Territory|: 





SHAEF, Dec. 17 — German tanks, infantry and paratroops, 
fighting fanatically to halt the Allied advance into Germany, to- 
day were able to score "some progress” on the 1st Army front in 
what BBC described tonight as the "first big counterattack since 


the Normandy days.” 


The enemy launched his onslaught in some force yesterday, 
with tanks spearheading determined infantry attacks, and para- 
troops landing behind the Allied lines to prevent supplies from 








+reaching th. doughboys battling 


ltaly Front Tough, 
House Body Agrees 


By Sgt. DON WILLIAMS 
Staff Correspondent 


ON THE 5TH ARMY FRONT, 
Dec. 17—Fifteen members of the 
House Committee on Military Af- 
fairs jeep-bounced their way along 
the 5th Army’s windswept, cold 
Apennine Mountain front today. 

Accompanied by Lt. Gen. Mark 
W. Clark, Commanding General of 
the 15th Army Group, with whom 
they took turns riding in a topless 
jeep, the Congressmen traveled for 
more than eight hours over the 
mountainous terrain north of Flor- 
ence. 

Rep. John M. Costello (D., Calif.), 
Acting Chairman of the committee, 
and Rep. J. Parnell Thomas (R., 
N. J.), ranking minority member, 
described the sector through which 
the 5th Army had been pushing, 
as the most rugged and difficult 
fighting country they had seen dur- 
ing the Committee’s three-week 
tour of the western and Italian 
fronts. 

"Compared to this, the country- 
side in France is just rolling hills,” 
Mr. Costello said. 

"I’ve never seen anything as 
tough as this,” was Mr. Thomas’ 
comment. 

The Congressmen left their civ- 
ilian clothing at the hotel in Flor- 
ence where they were given winter 
underwear, galoshes, combat suits, 
jackets or parkas and gloves for 
the trip. Their equipment also in- 
cluded steel helmets on which their 
names had been painted. 

The Congressmen were briefed 
on the tactics and strategy of the 
Italian campaign by General Clark. 
They were joined at 5th Army by 
Lt. Gen. Lucian K. Truse tt. Jr.. 
Commanding General of the 5th 
Army, Maj. Gen. Geoffrey Keyes. 
Commanding General of the II 
Corps, Maj. Gen. Joho Cannon, 
Commanding Generai of the 12th 
Air Force and Brig. Gen. Een Chid- 
law, Commander of the 22nd TAF 
of the 12th AAF. These officers 


against the desperate enemy. By 
tonight, many of the German 
skytroopers were in American hands 
or dead. The Luftwaffe, too, put up 
its biggest show in weeks, with a 
number of enemy bombers and 
fighters reported over the front- 
line area. 

In the only really successful 
counterblow of the day, German 
tanks overran list Army positions 
in a small area 25 miles south of 
Duren about three and a half miles 
northeast of the juncture of the 
Belgian, German and Luxembourg 
borders, the Associated Press re- 
ported. 

The counterattacks were de- 
livered against front-line towns in 
the southern sector where both 
sides have been quiet for weeks. 
Except for one aimed against the 
town of Echternach, 11 miles 
northwest of Trier, all were well- 
scattered between the Monschau 
Forest and northwest of Prum. 

Heavy shelling supported each 
blow while guns on the German 
side of the Roer sent a shower of 
shells against newly - captured 
towns on the west bank. Few of 
the attacks, all of which bore signs 
of a coordinated plan, were under- 
taken by more than con.pany 
strength. Apart from one, all were 
crushed within an hour or two 
without loss of ground. 

To round out a day of counterat- 
tacks, the enemy launched his first 


(Continued on page 8) 





WD Promises To Improve 
Veterans’ Rotation Plan 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 17 (ANS) — 
Rep. Edith Nourse Rogers, (R., 
Mass.), said today that Secretary 
of War Henry Stimson promised 
to attempt to establish a more ef- 
ficient method of returning soldiers 
with long overseas records to the 
United States. 

"Some of our boys in the Pa- 
cific have been overseas three or 
four years,” she told the House, 
and added that although the Army 
is bringing back some of these men 
now, an additional effort to return 








(Continued on page 8) 


still more will be made. 





New Zealand Units Clear 
Town In Fierce Battle; 
Key To Po Valley 


By Sgt. GEORGE M. HAKIM 
Staff Correspondent 


ADVANCED ALLIED FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 17—The 
bitterly-defended city of Faenza 
fell to New Zealand troops of 
the 8th Army yesterday. 

Powerful infantry and tank 
formations, commanded by Lt. 
Gen. Sir Bernard C. Freyberg, 
V. C., broke into Faenza from the 
southwest and the east to clear the 
town of the enemy and bring to a 
climax the three-week-old struggle 
for what has been described as the 
key to the Po plain. 

The fall of Faenza, one of the 
best naturally-defended positions 














on the Italian front, threatens to 
unhinge the whole German moun- 
tain line south of Bologna by per- 
mitting the 8th Army to break out 
into the plain and outflank the 
strongly-entrenched enemy south 
of Highway 9. 

The breakthrough into Faenza 
came after the New Zealanders had 
broken the back of the German de- 
fenses southeast of the city by de- 
cisively defeating the 90th Panzer 
Grenadier Division in a_ battle 
which raged all day Saturday south 
of Celle. 

General Freyberg’s infantry and 
armor, strongly supported by 8th 
Army artillery and low-flying planes 
of the Desert Air Force, beat off 


(Continued on page 8) 


Weekend Talks Fail. 
To Halt Greek War 


LONDON, Dec. 17—Despite a 
number of weekend proposals and 
counter-proposals for a truce in the 
two-week-old Greek civil war, no 
sdlution appeared to have been 
found today which would be accept- 
able to all groups and factions in- 
volved. 

A BBC dispatch said that Lt. Gen. 
Ronald M. Scobie, British Com- 
mander in Greece, had rejected a 
truce proposal by the National Lib- 
eration Movement, and insisted that 
the guerrillas lay down their arms 
as the first condition of a settle- 
ment. 

The ELAS terms included tem- 
porary withdrawal of all guerrilla 
forces from Athens and the Piraeus 
to a pre-determined line, pending 
the formation of a new government 
of national unity; similar with- 
drawal of the government’s Moun- 
tain Brigade; disarming and im- 
prisonment of the officers and men 
of the former "Rallis Battalions,” 
(formed by the Nazis during the 
occupation): and utilization of the 
British forces in Greece only in 
missions defined in the Caserta 
agreement. 

The memorandum accused Gen- 
eral Scobie of having "crudely in- 
volved himself in the interna!) af- 
fairs of an Allied country.” 

Within a few hours after publica- 
tion of the guerrilla terms, Gene 
Scobie, according to BBC, issued a 











(Continued on page 8) 
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Proposals For Executive Body 
OfBig Allied Powers Resumed 





WASHINGTON, Dec. 17 (UP)—The urgent need for an early Big Three conference led to 
a renewal today of suggestions for the creation of an executive agency of the big powers which 
could be in session continuously to handle all Allied political problems. 

Such an agency would be the political counterpart of the Anglo-American Combined Chiefs 
of 8’ xff which formulates executive military policies and plans for strategic conduct of the war. 
Admittedly such an executive agency would require at least the participation of the United States, 
Great Britain, the Soviet Union and France and some even suggest it include the representatives 


of all European United Nations.+ 


Those suggesting such an 
agency contend that continued 
dependency on the Roosevelt- 
Churchill-Stalin meetings to crack 
the really tough political problems 
is not only outmoded, but a danger- 
ous threat to Allied unity and cite 
the current inter-Allied disputes 
which appear to be intensifying. 

These sources consider the Big 
Three meeting plan an archaic 
method, anyway. It has frequently 
been the target for charges of 
power politics, and furthermore, it 
has been possible to hold only one 
such meeting in the three years the 
United States has been at war— 
at Teheran.a year ago. 


"BIG FOUR’ 

Regardless of whether the Big 
Three decide to set up some 
continuously functioning executive 
agency, there is strong feeling here 
that the Big Three must expand 
to the Big Four, to include General 
Charles de- Gaulle, whose signing 
of the Franco-Soviet Pact empha- 
sized that point. 

Politically and economically, Rus- 
sia, Great Britain and the United 
States face the most critical two 
months in the history of their al- 
liance, according to weli-informed 
circles here. A series of important 
conferences will be held here this 
week in an: attempt to clear up im- 
mediate conferences. 

The conferences will begin with 
talks between Secretary of State 
Edward R. Stettinius and British 
Minister of State Richard K. Law 
and a small group of shipping and 
supply experts who arrived over 
the weekend. 

Their arrival will be followed by 
that of the British Minister for the 
Middle East, Harold MacMillan, 
who will come from Athens to dis- 
cuss with the State Department 
specific questions affecting the Bal- 
kans' and the Near East. 


GREEK CRISIS 

Possibly the most serious Anglo- 
American problem at present arises 
from the events in Greece and their 
possible effect on U. S. postwar 
policy. The American public has 
been flooded during the past two 
weeks with anti-British statements 
—some from Liberals resenting Mr. 
Churchill’s policy in Greece, and 
some from publicists who always 
had been anti-British and some 
from isolationists who see in the 
present situation an opportunity to 
expound their “nationalism.” 

The importance of all this will be- 
come apparent when the time comes 
to implement the Dumbarton Oaks 
World Security Council and it gives 
the American delegates power to 
commit the United States to joint 
action to preserve peace. Then, 
there may be a strengthened isola- 
tionist movement, creating a situa- 
tion similar to that after the last 
war. 

In addition, as the New York 
newspaper PM said, it would lead to 
the development of an aggressive 
American “nationalism,” involving 
a grab for world-wide naval bases, 
and a determined attempt to re- 
tain the wartime air bases and 
throwing the tremendous U. S. 
power into a cut-throat competition 
with Great Britain and others. An 
opportunity for planning a better 
cooperative postwar world would 
thus be definitely scuttled. 


Pole Premier Asks Allied 
Guarantee Of His Nation 


LONDON, Dec. 17 (UP) — The 
first step in settling the Polish 
question is to obtain a formal Al- 
lied agreement for the reestablish- 
tment of the Polish state, Tomasz 
Arciszewski, Prime Minister of the 
Polish Government-in-Exile, said 
today, according to the London 
Sunday Times. 

"I believe we could base the fu- 
ture of a country faced with such 
enormous difficulties only on inter- 
national treaties of explicit char- 
acter,’ the Polish premier stated. 
"We are now preparing a new set 
of proposals which we intend to 
submit in due time to the Soviet 
and other Allied Governments after 
they have been approved by the 
nopresound state in Poland it- 
se. ? 


Commenting on the premier’s 
statements editorially, the Times 
said: "We do not find it any rea- 
listic approach to the problem.” 








Churchill's Sudden Lapse 





Downing Street: 
"Mr. Churchill was speaking 


"Our British principle has 


Charter is an inserted exception 


LONDON, Dec. 17 (AP)—One of Winston Churchill’s private 
secretaries told the Associated Press today that the Prime Minister 
had a “lapse of memory” in Friday’s Polish speech in the House of 
Commons, and confused the wording of the Atlantic Charter with 
the British Government’s statement on foreign policy, drafted in 1940. 

The British leader’s sensational statement that an insertion was 
made in the Atlantic Charter—mutually agreed upon by the Big 
Three—that territorial changes could be settled before the peace 
talks, brought this explanation from one of the secretaries at 10 


from memory and just made a 


slip. What he attributed to the Atlantic Charter was actually in the 
British Government’s statement on foreign policy laid down in 1940. 
Later during Friday's debate, Foreign Secretary Anthony Eden 
pointed out that Churchill erred.” 

The text of Mr. Churchill’s statement, which implied British, 
Soviet and United States approval of certain territorial changes in 
Poland and Germany before the peace talks, was: 


been enunciated that territorial 


changes must await ... the peace table after victory has been won, 
but to that is an exception in principle, and that exception is changes 
mutually agreed upon. It must not be forgotten that in the Atlantic 


that there should be no changes 


before the peace table, except those mutually agreed.” 





MAAF HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 
17—Mustangs and Lightnings of the 
15th AAF, escorting heavy bombers 
to oil targets in Silesia, today en- 
countered their first sizeable for- 
mation of enemy fighters in more 
than a month. 

Early reports placed the number 
of aircraft engaged at over 50 and 
said that the attacking ME-109s 
and FW-190s were unable to pene- 
trate in force to the bomber forma- 
tions. 

Liberators and Fortresses carried 
out their raids on synthetic oil tar- 
gets at Blechhammer and nearby 
Odertal by means of instruments, 
while other Liberators bombed the 
rail yards at Salzburg, Austria and 
a target at Wels, 100 miles west of 
Munich. 

P-38 Lightnings strafed an im- 
portant rail line from Wole to Ros- 
enheim to mark the first extensive 
foray by 15th AAF fighters against 
ground targets in Germany proper. 
A number of locomotives were re- 
ported destroyed. 

Picking their targets through 
holes in the overcast, fighter-bomb- 
ers of the Tactical Air Force to- 





Miguel Maura Plans 
Anti-Franco Regime 


PARIS, Dec. 17 (UP)—Miguel 
Maura, Spanish Republican leader, 
will continue his efforts to form 
an anti-Franco Provisional Spanish 
Governme:.t in Paris, and not in 
Pau, Pyrenees tourist resort, as had 
been previously reported. 
It was confirmed that the French 
Government has placed at the dis- 
posal of Maura a chateau near Pau, 
which could eventually be in tele- 
phone communication with Madrid. 
It was contemplated that Maura 
would hold conferences in the cha- 
teau with Spanish leaders, some of 
whom have already reserved hotel 
rooms in Pau, but according to the 
latest information reaching Pau, 
Maura changed his mind and de- 
cided to continue the negotiations 
from Paris. 
A dispatch from the Franco- 
Spanish border said that refugees 
who just arrived there from Spain 
reported today that precautions to 
safeguard General Francisco Franco 
have been considerably tightened as 
he becomes increasingly distrustful 
of a number of important members 
of the Falangist groups. 
These sources said that Franco’s 
Moroccan bodyguara is also being 
closely watched by specially chosen 
members of the civil police. 
According to frontier reports, 
guerrillas are operating in the To- 
ledo region and in an operation last 





15th Bombers, Fighters 
Meet Tough Opposition 


day continued to pound enemy 
front-line strongpoints and rail- 
line communications. 

For the second day running, 
15th AAF Fortresses and Liberators 
were out in strength yesterday in 
a series of widespread attacks on 
targets in Germany, Austria and 
Czechoslovakia. 

The high-flying heavies, escorted 
by Lightnings and Mustangs, hit 
a synthetic oil plant at Brux, Ger- 
many; targets at Linz, Innsbruck 
and Villach, in Austria; and other 
military installations in the vicinity 
of Pilsen, Czechoslovakia. 

Tactical Air Force fighters and 
fighter-bombers continued their un- 
relenting attacks on enemy com- 
munications in northern Italy and 
on close-support targets in the bat- 
tle area. 

Desert Air Force planes ham- 
mered German targets in advance 
of the 8th Army’s drive on Faenza, 
bombing gun positions and occupied 
houses and strafing enemy troop 
concentrations in and behind the 
front lines. 

P-47 Thunderbolts bombed a 300- 
foot merchant vessel docked south 
of La Spezia, scoring two hits that 
left the ship blazing. Other Thun- 
derbolts, including some piloted by 
Brazilians, continued their cam- 
paign to keep the Brenner Pass 
closed by cutting the tracks at 
various points along the line. 











Nips Recruit Rabbits, 
Horses, Cherry Trees 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 17— 
Horses, rabbits and cherry trees 
are to be mobilized by the Japa- 
nese war machine to make up for 
shortages in transportation, food 
and fuel, respectively, the Toyko 
radio said today. 

The broadcast announced that 
Vice Minister of Agriculture Sei- 
shi Shigemasa has informed the 
Cabinet that "recruitment of 
horses in the large cities and the 
establishment of a "Horse Volun- 

~teer Corps’ would be undertaken 
to serve in the tra rtation of 
important commodities.” 

Another Tokyo broadcast said 
that in order to achieve "secur; 
ity in foodstuffs” an association 
of war veterans had stocked a 
small island in central Japan with 
eight rabbits, which in a year and 
a half had multiplied to more 
than 1,000. 








Belgian Communists, 
Socialists Will Meet 


BRUSSELS, Dec. 17 (Reuter)— 
Rapid and important developments 
are taking place in the Belgian po- 
litical situation. 


The cleavage between the Social- 
ists and Communists on Socialist 
participation in the Government 
end on almost all matters of na- 
tional policy was nartowed down 
yesterday by a decision of the Com- 
munist party to begin talks with the 
Socialists. irrespective of ialist 
support of Prime Minister Htbert 
Pierlot. ‘ 

It is stated officially that these 
talks will be directed toward greater 
unity in the Belgian trade union 
movement, but the development in- 
Gicates greater support for the So- 
cialists in what many observers 
regard as the inevitable conflict 
with the right wing parties on the 
"Beveridge Plan.” 

Further progress was reported 
yesterday in national moves to 
purge the country of traitors and 
to abolish collaborationist institu- 
tions. Three Flemish nationalist 
senatofs, De Beukelaere, Lysens 
and Deumans, face almost certain 
less of parliamentary immunity 
when their cases are examined by 
the Senate Judicial Committee on 
Wednesday. 

The Brussels police,have just 
completed a search of the vaults of 
the Banque Demission, and removed 
what are described as *most impor- 
tant documents” for investigation. 
The Banque Demission, which was 
established in July, 1940 after the 
German invasion of Belgium, is al- 
leged to have been heavily involved 
in a gold deal with the Germans 
end in anti-national activities un- 
der the Belgo-German clearing 
agreement. e 


Nab Editor 
PARIS, Dec. 17—Pierre Jeantin, 
former French Minister of Com- 
merce and editor of the newspaper, 
Le Petit Troyen, has been arrested 
at Troyes, the Paris radio said 
yesterday. His paper has fostered 








collaborationist views. 





Norse Patriots Engaged 
In Widespread Sabotage 





LONDON, Dec.:'17 (AP) — The 
Norwegian Government reported 
today that since Kirkenes was lib- 
erated by the Red Army six weeks 
ago, and the Germans began a great 
retreat from far north Norway, 
"sabotage has flared up throughout 
the length and breadth of the 
country.” 

The Norwegian spokesman said 
that wherever there had been a tar- 
get of importance to the enemy— 
from engineer shops to clothing 
cleaners—the Patriots have been 
busy. 

"Oslo in particular has been sub- 
ject to sabotage during the last 
month or six weeks and hardly a 
night goes by without an explosion 
of some kind.” 

In addition to the destruction of 


‘the Swedish Ballbearing Company’s 


warehouses in Oslo, the Norwegian 
Government statement said, recent 
acts of sabotage included: 

In Oslo, armed workers entered a 
car battery manufacturing works 
ordered all workers outside, and 
then blew up the place. Two ships, 
including the 16,000-ton Schleswig, 





week succeeded in capturing a com- 
plete train of 50 cars, loaded with; 
war materiais and foodstuffs des- 
tined tor the regular troops who are 
operating against the Spanish Re- 





publican forces in the mountains. 


were sunk by saboteurs, and three 
others were damaged severely — in 





all 35,000 tons of shipping put our, 
of action. 


Anti-Nazis blew up the German | 


printing works, destroyed the Oslo 
Chemical Factory, blew up a dye 
factory, dynamited the offices of 
Quisling’s stormtroopers and burned 
down a German garage. Other un- 
derground targets included a great 
coal depot, two German stores, a 
chocolate factory depot, a cleaning 
works which had jusf received 20,- 
000 German uniforms, and two 
workshops. 


At Bergen, the government an- 
nouncement said, saboteurs were so 
active that the Germans ordered 
a curfew to curtail "the criminal 
elements attempting to endanger 
the security of Bergen by means of 
murder, arson, explosives and other 
means.” 

Among the places sabotaged at 
Bergen were the local shipbuilding 
installations, three transformer sta- 
tions and the engineering works. 
The Norwegian Government an- 
nouncement said that séveral 
clashes developed and the Nazis 
erected barricades in the streets. 


(The officia] statement confirmed 
an eariier report from Stockholm 





350,000th Sortie 
Flown. By 12th AF 
| In Mediterranean 


MAAF HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 
17—The 12th AAF climaxed its 25th 
month of combat service in the 
Mediterranean recently, when a 
routine fighter-bomber attack on 
the Po Valley marked their 350,- 
000th sortie against the Wehrmacht 


The 350,000 sorties amassed by 
the 12th AAF, since 12 of their 
planes started things rolling in sup- 
port of the North African landings,,. 
were entirely by tactical aircraft. 
Sorties over enemy territory- by 
troop carrier planes, estimated at 
more than 10,000, were. not of- 
ficially counted until this year. 

During the Tunisian and Sicilian 
campaigns, the 12th AAF was the 
American component and major 
part of the Northwest African Air 
Forces. After the Italian invasion 
and the formation of MAAF, the 
12th was split and its heavy bomb- 
ers and long-range fighters formed 
into the 15th. 

Since then, the 12th has been the 
American increment of the Medi- 
terranean Allied Tactical Air 
Forces, and its commanding gen- 
eral, Maj. Gen. John K. Cannon, 
the commander of both. 

During its more than two years 
of operations, the 12th has dropped 
175,000 tons of bombs, has destroyed 
2,881 enemy planes in the air, and 
has probably destroyed or damaged 
2,025 more. 

In a message of congratulations 
to General Cannon and the mem- 
bers of the 12th, Lt. Gen. Ira C. 
faker said today that tactics de- 
veloped by the 12th AAF "have be- 
— models of tactical air war- 
are.” 

"The 12th Air Porce,” said Gen- 
eral Eaker, "has made itself the 
personal scourge of the German 
soldier in the Mediterranean. It 
has severed the lines of supply be- 
hind his back. It has attacked the 
enemy and his equipment directly 
in the front lines and as he crowded 
the roads in retreat...” 

"I congratulate you and your 
whole team,” concluded the gen- 
eral, "on the devastation you have 
dealt the enemy and I look forward 
paced effective completion of your 
te) Nag 


Gen. Hurley Sees 
Victory For China; 


CHUNGKING, Dec. 17 — Maj. 
Gen. Patrick Hurley, new United 
States Ambassador to China, told 
reporters in a press conference here 
yesterday that China "will fight to 
a finish and to victory,” the Asso- 
ciated Press reported. 

*T have no qualms about China’s 
future,” the Ambassador said, ac- 
cording to the English-language 
version of the conference, broad- 
cast today by the Chinese Telegraph 
Service. 

He added there had been argu- 
ments and straight talk between 
the Chinese and Americans, "but 
there has been no ill-will and no 
acrimony.” 

Meanwhile, Chinese froops were 
pushing the Japanese farther from 
Kweichow Province, where last 
week they stopped the enemy’s 
drive toward Kweiyang on the 
Burma Road and Chungking. The 
Chinese were now well over the 
border into Kwangsi Province, and 
the Chinese High Command today 
said they had reached the area of 
Hochih, which is only about 100 
miles north of the former American 
air base at Liuchow in south China. 
Victories in Burma—linked with 
the China campaign because the 
Burma fighting is aimed at clearing 
an overland supply route to speed 
the implementing of the Chinese 
armies in south China—were con- 
tinuing today. The 38th Chinese 
Division, after capturing Bhamo, 
vital little village in northeast 
Burma, was already striking south 
toward the old Burma Road at 
Lashio, and in the general direction 


Of Mandalay. 


French Hold Members 
Of ‘Georgian Gestapo’ 


PARIS, Dec. 17—Odicharia, a no- 
torious former German agent in 
Persia and Syria, and his associate, 
Helene de Tranze, a beautiful 19- 
year-old Lithuanian girl, were 
named in a new cleanup by the 
French police, who arrested 14 
members of the so-called "Georgian 





that Norwegian patriots had des-|Gestapo” gang which aided the Ger- 


troyed the warehouses of the Swed- 


mans during the oceupation. The 





sh Ballbearing Company, with a 


{loss of some 360,000 dollars worth | 
of bearings.} | 





girl was among those arrested, but 
Odicharia, leader of the gang, 
still at large, it was announced. 
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- STOPOVER IN 





WASHINGTON 


sei committee will report on sometime 
aon) in January.” 


There’s no housing shortage in the nation’s capital these 


days for ducks, as shown by 


this plentiful flock, stopping 


over briefly in Washington before journeying farther south. 
Most of these ducks are pintails. They have made the journey 


from the north country, and 


they come in with the regu- 


larity of train schedules. They are headed for the warmer 
areas of Louisiana and Florida and other sections of the South. 





Survey Shows Vets Ignorant 
Of GI Bill Loan Provision 





NEW YORK, Dec. 17—One of the first loans guaranteed to 
a vet under the GI Bill of Rights was applied for and received 
within 13 days after the application was filed, a survey of major 
American cities in their first contact with the bill disclosed today. 

The survey, made by the Wall Street Journal, brought out 
first-hand facts and hints for would-be applicants. 

The lucky vet who got his loan within 13 days was George 
S. Kowalchuk of Chicago. Kowalchuk, in his late 20s, is an 





accountant. He was given a med- 
ical discharge from the Navy on 
Dec. 29, 1942, and recently he 
asked for loan funds to buy a 
5-room 2-story brick house which 
will be completed next March. 


Here, according to the Chicago 
report, are the steps Kowalchuk 
went through before the Govern- 
mam guaranteed a portion of his 
oan: 

1. The loan association arranged 
for a tentative appraisal of the 
property; 2. the appraisal ‘stood 
up,’ so Kowalchuk filed an applica- 
tion with the com for financ- 
ing the home pure ; 3. the loan 
company checked the man’s credit 
and decided he was a good risk for 
the balance of the 5,000-dollar loan 
over the 2,000 dollars guaran 
by the Government; 4. Kowalchuk 
filled out a certificate of eligibility 
obtained at the local office of the 
Veterans’ Administration. 


LOAN MEN AT WORK 

5. The certificate was presented 
by the loan association at the Vet- 
erans’ Administration whose local 
office sent it to Hines Hospital for 
verification (of his military stand- 
ing); 6. Hines Hospital sent it to 
the ‘central Veterans’ Administra- 
tion office in New York where it 
was checked to determine whether 
Kowalchuk had the full 2,000 dollar 
maximum guarantee to his gredit. 
The certificate was then sent back 
to the loan association; 7. the asso- 
ciation then called in another ap- 
praiser considered qualified by the 
Veterans’ Administration who made 
2 survey to determine whether the 
price Mr. Kowalchuk was going to 
pay was "in line” with general real 
estate values; 8. the loan association 
then turned the completed file over 
to the Veterans’ Administration and 
&® guarantee of the loan where it 
was signed by the loan guarantee 
office. 

Elaborate, yes, but the process 
took just 13 days. How much longer 
it would take under the present 
Setup when the applications start 
pouring in hasn’t been estimated. 

Cleveland reported a big interest 
in business loans, but officials said 
that a number of the applying vets 
aren’t familiar with the provision 
that businesses planned must have 
& reasonable likelihood of success. 
They cited the case of one vet who 
wanted to borrow money to manu- 
facture "a secret chemical.” 
,Cleveland bankers are worried. 
‘It’s going to be an extremely deli- 
Cate job and bankers are going to 


said. "They're going to have to do 
a terrific public relations job.” He 
asserted that of some 75 vets who 
asked for business loan applications 
at his bank, few had had business 
experience of any kind, although 
they were interested in filling sta- 
tions, drug stores, cleaning and 
pressing establishments and auto 
and radio shops. His bank intends 
to suggest to such men that they 
first go out and work for a while, 
or go to college under the GI Bill 
of Rights. 


VETS ON THE MAKE 


San Francisco bankers declared 
that many vets are looking for easy 
money. Some vets are under the 


teed jimpression they can come into a 


financial institution and walk out 
with 2,000 dollars; others are anxi- 
ous to finance "new inventions.” But 
the bankers add that despite such 
misunderstandings of the GI law 
they are receiving a surprising num- 
ber of callers who are good credit 
risks. They attribute this to the 
fact that most vets so far have been 
discharged because they are over- 
age and generally were established 
before the war. What’s more, re- 
employment provisions under the 
GI bill provide them with em- 
ployment stability. 

But actual loans cleared so far 
have been few. At Chicago, of 100 
eligible entries, only two have gone 
through all the necessary steps. In 
Washington, D. C., three loan appli- 
cations out of 50 have run the 
gauntlet. 


. that the only way to end the cigar- 


=} acute. 





Cigarette Shortage 
Likely To Continue 
Until Conflict Ends 


By Army News Service 


WASHINGTON, Dec 17—Senate 
investigators are convinced today 





ette shortage is to win the war, the 
Associated Press reported. 

As long as the war lasts, Sen. 
Homer Ferguson (R., Mich.) 
summed up, there’s little that can 
be done to bolster civilian stocks, 
and the crisis will become more 


"It looks as though smokers will 
have to hurry the victory along by 
putting their money behind sol- 
diers and sailors through bond 
purchases,” he told reporters. Fer- 
guson, Chairman James A. Meade 
(D., N. Y.) and other members of 
the War Investigating Committee 
conducted two days of aaron to 
determine the cause of it all. 

"The next step,” said Meade, "is 
to digest the testimony which the 


The witnesses reported as follows: 

The Army and Navy are getting 
the bulk of cigarettes manufac- 
tured. More than half the cigar- 
ettes they receive are popular 
brands. Those manufacturers who 
have enough leaf tobacco on hand 
to increase production haven’t the 
— or manpower to do the 
job. 

Those who have the machinery 
and workers already are using all 
the tobacco they can get. Growers 
are planning an increase in their 
acreage by seven percent in 1945, 
but this growth will not be satis- 
factory for cigarette making until 
a@ year and one-half or two years 
later. 

If the Army-Navy supply line fi- 
nally fills up and their demand 
eases off, there is a possibility that 
some additional cigarettes may 
flow back onto civilian markets. It 
seems as though it’s all the fault 
of Hitler—and he doesn’t smoke, 
said one joker. 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 17 (ANS)— 
S. Clay Williams, Chairman of the 
Board of R. J. Reynolds Co. which 
makes Camels, told the committee 
that he couldn’t find a pack of 
Camels in Washington. “I’ve spent 
25 years trying to get people to 
walk a mile for a Camel and now 
I walk a mile myself.” 


Controversy Rises 
Over Marriage Bill 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 17 (ANS)— 
—Commenting on his bill to amend 
the 1940 nationality act so that 
children born of American service- 
men under 21 now overseas are 
U. S. citizens, Rep. Samuel Dick- 
stein (D., N. Y.), told the House 
yesterday: ” I am told that in Aus- 
tralia there are at least 1,100 to 
1,400 American men under 21 years 
cof age who have married and have 
children. These children under the 
present law will have to be con- 
sidered aliens.” 

Objecting on the grounds thet 
the amendment would “liberalize 
immigration laws,” Rep. Jessie 
Sumner (Rep., Ill.), woman mem- 
ber, said the bill would give foreien 
women "that much more incentive 
to go after these minors who could 
not get married under the same 
circumstances in the United States 
without consent of their parents. 

The Congresswoman added. "I 
think Congress owes the duty to 
protect these minors who are away 
from their parents.” 

The Dicksteiny amendment was 








approved by the House. and is now 
in the Senate. 





Lower House 
Plans To Turn 


Light On Self 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 17 (ANS) 
—WNow Congress is going to in- 
vestigate itself. Having inquired 
into everything from peanut pro- 
duction to the _— of powdered 
eggs, it has decided to hold itse 
up to a mirror to see if its meth 
of handling legislation is archaic. 


An amended joint resolution 
passed by the House and returned 
to the Senate would create a 
12-member bipartisan committee 
to decide whether Congressional 
procedure is out of step with the 
20th century and if so what should 
be done about it. 

Rep. Mike Monroney  (D., 
Okla.), House sponsor of the reso- 
lution, asserted that Congress 
must streamline itself "or degen- 
erate into a body of carping 
criticism.” 

The Government has become 
increasingly complex in the past 
30 years, he added, yet Congress 
has remained "almost static in 
size and ability.” 

He said the committee struc- 
ture is the same as in 1893 when 
annual appropriations were only 
a fraction of those today. 

Rep. Everett 'M. Dirksen, (R., 
Ill). also backed the measure, 
asserting, "It is the duty of Con- 
gress to maintain itself as the 
most important branch of the 
Government. We have investi- 
gated everybody from Frances 
Perkins to Sidney Hillman, but 
we haven't investigated our- 
selves.” ; 


Lupe Velez’ Death 
Shocks All Mexico 


MEXICO CITY, Dec. 17—Lupe 
Velez, Mexican spitfire of stage and 
screen, was loved by Mexicans be- 
cause she remained truly Mexican 
even under the glare of Hollywood 
lights. News of her death in Holly- 
wood swept through the capital 
vesterday like wildfire and the af- 
ternoon newspapers forgot the war 
to give Lupe banner lines. 


Jorge Negrette. dashing blackeyed 
singer of the Mexican screen and 
secretary-general of the Mexican 
Screen Actors Guild, said he would 
start negotiations immediately with 
the Mexican government to have 
the actress’ body brought to Mexico 
and buried in a shrine. He de- 
scribed Miss Velez as "the greatest 
Mexican actress abroad.” 


She was a hit almost from 
the moment she stepped onto the 
stage of the Lirico theater here in 
the middle 20’s and showed her 
shapely legs in the "”Bluebeard” 
dance—a French innovation in 
Mexico. 

Her will named her family and 
sonfidential secretary Mrs. Beulah 
Kinder as beneficiaries to an estate 
estimated at 100,000 to 200,000 dol- 
lars, her business manager revealed 
vesterday. Mrs. Kinder was named 
executrix. The manager said Miss 
Velez’ sister, Mrs. Joseph Anderson. 
was expected to arrive early next 
week from San Antonio, Texas, but 
that her mother, who is ill in Mex- 
ico, probably would not be able 
to come. 














No Hunting 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 17 (ANS)— 
Hunters may lose their ammunition 
rations again. The War Production 
Board is taking steps to conserve 
civilian supplies since most of the 
small arms ammunition is required 
to meet the shortage in military 
needs. 





Civilian Production 


Frozen Indefinitely 
By Order Of WPB 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 17 (ANS)~ 
The War Production Board, in a 
drastic new move to meet the vital 
war needs, has ordered all civilian 
production frozen indefinitely at 
present levels. 

The order is designed to dis- 
courage movement of labor from 
war plants into peacetime activity 
while a heavy demand continues 
ao ae vital weapons and ma- 

rial. 


In effect, the "hold the line” 
directive instructs the WPB staff 
neither to increase civilian goods’ 
production above the level of this 
quarter, nor to relax the existing 
orders if increased output would 
result. 

The move was based on the 
theory that the volume of civilian 
goods now programmed is sufficent 
to me@t the “essential require- 
ments” and avoid hardship on the 
home front. Some slight leeway for 
expansion was left, however, by 
two provisions in the order signed 
by Samuel Anderson, WPB’s pro- 
gram vice-chairman. 

First, the Office of Civilian Re- 
quirements or another § agency 
speaking for a segment of the 
domestic economy, may seek to in- 
crease production by making "’posi- 
tive d-monstration” that the pro- 
gram is clearly below "essential 
requirements.” 

Even so, rejection will result un- 
less an increase can be made "with- 
out serious threat of interference 
with more essential production,” 
the order states. 

Second, a "spot” plan for con- 
sumer goods production by indi- 
vidual factories which are not 
needed for war work is continued 
in effect and made the sole method 
of increasing the output of any ar- 
ticle above the officially approved 
level. This might mean an increase 
in spot authorization in areas 
which have relatively plentiful la- 





bor supply, but the government re- 


cently banned new spot approvals 
for 90 days in some 120 cities of 
acute labor scarcity. 





WASHINGTON, Dec 17 — The 
War Department underscored of- 
ficial alarm at lagging production 
schedules today by furloughing 4,- 
700 soldiers to work in labor-short 
plants producing top priority mili- 
tary goods. They will be sent to 
war plants before Christmas, if 
possible, to help in prodction of 
heavy artillery and mortar ammu- 
nition, tires and cotton duck. As 
soon as civilian workers are avail- 
able they will be returned to duty. 

Soldiers to be selected will be ex- 
perienced in the type of work in- 
volved. Those alerted for overseas 
duty assigned to infantry or in air 
crew training programs will not 
be considered. They will be sent to 
180 selected high priority plants 
where manpower shortages have 
curtailed production. 


Arnold Says Military Tire 
Needs Big, Supply Small 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 17 (ANS)— 
Gen. Henry H. Arnold, Commander 
of the Army Air Forces, officially 
warned "we are now consuming 
airplane and truck tires at a rate 
which cannot be met even with all 
plants producing to the absolute 
limits of their capacities.” 

He said the United States "must 
exert every effort to get the most 
use possible out of each and every 
tire" and that a partial answer "is 
the vigorous rubber conservation 
program developed by the Air 
Transport Command.” 
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have to be extremely careful,” one 


YEAH... £ NEVER THOUGHT 
t'D BE SORRY To SEE THAT 
GUY PULL OUT...BUT T AM! 





(Courtesy Chi. Trib-New York News 
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A MEDIC FROM THE 
STATION HOSPITAL 
RAN UP WITH THIS 
JUST BEFORE WE TOOK 
OFF...ITS ADDRESSED 
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Fwice Blessed 

Dear Editor: 
In Mail Call, Nov. 22nd, Lt. By- 
ron B. Buckeridge suggests that the 
winner among the 1800 entries in 


the "What Victory Means To Me” 
contest, Pvt. Isadore Rubin, was too 


vague, too general. Lt. Buckeridge 
notes that ro infantryman was 
among the winners. He states: "I 
submit that: (1) The infantryman 
is too busy fighting to write down 
his ideas; (2) The infantryman’s 
ideas and plans may be too ’spec- 
ific and revolutionarv’ to win the 
approval of the judges. In the 
winner’s prayerful, wholly general 
es:..7 . I did hope to find at 
least one definite idea on how such 
enemies as poverty, insecurity, 
prejudice and disunity are to be 
overcome.” 

I respectfully submit to the in- 
quiring Lieutenant one definite 
idea embodied in two revolutionary 
decuments, the Declaration of In- 
devendenre and the Constitution. 
"We hold these truths to be self- 
evident: that all men are created 
equal . "This was the idea that 
fostered tiie American Revolution.” 

Everybody agrees that America 
fights for democracy. We shall see 
that it 1s democracy we shall get. 
We American Revolutionists brook 
no harmony with disruptionist or 
corruptionist ideas designed to rob 
the individual of his personal dig- 
nity and safety. As always, we 
praverfully invoke Divine guidance 
for truth and justice. Truth will 
keep us free. Thus armed we fear 
nobody. A Godless, truthless phil- 
osonhy shal] never hold the reigns 
of America. 

Quoting Lt. Buckeridge: "He 
(Pvt. Rubin) looks forward to“liv- 
ing in a ’kinedom of man.’ What 
the hell is that? How do we get 
there?” — The answer is found in 
the definition of democracy as well 
as in the pages of Scriptures. I do 
not believe either offers ideas "too 
specific and revolutionary” to meet 
the apprcval of the judges in any 
really American contest. We have 
onlv to look at the poverty, inse- 
curity. preiudice and disunity 
throushout the to realize 
that America is veri!’ a "kingdom 
of man” blessed in the blood of 
our forefathers. Twice blessed: 
God has blessed America, too; 

—Pvt. G. Mallory. 


yas 


. .. Lt. Buckeridge’s main critic- 
ism of the winning essay, which I 
wrote, is that it is too "general” and 
not controversial]. Perhaps it is non- 
controversial. However, if he be- 
lieves that mentally and emotion- 
ally, tne bulk of the American sol- 


runs very much counter to mine. 


what I meant by "Kingdom of 
Man.” 


mainly by the fact that they can 
think about their environment, ad- 


our full stature as men. 


that is forcing us to abandon old 
ideas and prejudices if we're to win 
it. Such old ideas as antagonism 


feelings, anti-unionism, isolation- 
ism. Secondly, the last 15 years 
have compressed many decades of 
development and experience into a 
very brief space of time. Once we 
digest the lessons, we are well on 
our way. 
I think that once every individua} 
begins to realize the great responsi- 
bility of his being a citizen, once 
he realizes his power to "make his- 
tory” if he unites with his fellows, 
we'll agree on specific steps. 
—Pvt. Isadore Rubin 
More Mail 
Dear Editor: 
Reading the Dec. 2nd issue I came 
across an article, datelined ‘Rome 
Dec. 1,” pertaining to Christmas 
gift parcels, stating: "Allied postal 
authorities in Italy expect to han- 
die about a thousand mail bags— 
about 60,000 pounds—of Christmas 
gift packages for American soldiers 
from relatives and other friends in 
the States.” 
I wish to make a slight correction 
as to the figures. One thousand 
mai] bggs will weigh about 60,000 
pounds, but, I hope the Allied 
Postal authorities plan to handle 
more than that. The postal unit of 
which I am a member located at an 
airfield in Italy handles that num- 
ber daily for the troops served 
through this office and 200,000 Ibs. 
of first class mail daily by air to 
= troops in this and adjacent the- 
aters. 





diers and civilians accepts the idea 


—M-Sgt. E. J. Maloof, APU. 
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STAGE | 

ENSA's Argentina Theater, Largo} 

Argentina. "Stars In Battledress,” in| 
a drama "Room In Hell,”’ 7:3 PM. 





SCREEN 

ARC movie house—Barberini, Piazza 
Barberini. Four shows daily: 3:00, 5:00, 
7:00, 9:00 PM. "Black Parachute.” 

Tickets for British soldiers may 
be obtained at the information desk, 
Alexander Club — Via Venti Set- 
tembre. 

ENSA Supercinema—Via Nazionale 
and Via Agostino Depretis. "One Ex- 
citing Night,” featuring Vera Lynn. 
Beginning Thursday: "Sweet Rosie 
O’Grady.”’ with Betty Grable. Contin- 
uous from 2:00 PM. Last show at 
8:00 PM. 

EXHIBITS 


Allied personnel are invited to at- 
tend showing of art treasures from 
private collections of noble Roman 
families. Casa de _ L’Arredamente. 
Corso Vittorio Emanuele, 57, (Largo 
Argentina). Second floor gallery open 
10 to 1 PM daily. 

CLUBS 


® visit the ARC EM Club. Casino 
delle Rose. Conducted tours at 9:00 
AM and 2:00 FM, plus daily activities. 
Snack bar open 9:00 AM to 8:00 PM. 

8:30 PM—Movie. 

ARC Officers’ Club—Hotel Barber- 
ini. Piazza Barberini. 

Tours at 9:00 AM and 2:00 PM. 

RESTAURANTS 

GI restaurants open 10:30 AM to 

1:30 PM; 4:30 to 7:00 PM. Beat the! 





_ WHEN IN ROME 


the racketeers. 


Palazzo Venezia, open daily, 9:00 AM 
black market—eat at "Home." lto 4:30 PM. Admission 20 lire. 








day 


Ristorante Roma, 35 Piazza Poli. 

Ristorante San Carlo, 120 Corso 
Umberto. 

Ristorante Castaldi for GIs on day 
leave, 15 Via Nazareno. 

Ristorante Amedeo, 17-19 Via Fabio 
Massimo 

Restaurant Del Gambero, 11-17 Via 
Del Gambero, for day leave EM. 

Restaurant for American officers, 
nurses and uniformed guests; open 7 
Via Parma. 

Air Forces Rest Camp Restaurant— 
Largo Teatro Valle, 11:30 AM to 3:00 
PM, and 4:00 PM to 6:30 PM. 

Nirvanetta Supper Club. Dinner at 
7:30 PM. Cabaret and Bar. Allied 
officers. Largo Tritore. 

CURFEW 

All civilian and Allied personnel 

curfew at midnight 


VATICAN MUSEUM 

Vatican Museum open daily except 
Sundays and Holy days. 9:00 AM to} 
2:00 PM. Admission 25 lire which also 
admits visitors to St. John Laterin 
Mission Museums. Viale Vaticano, 
right wall ot Vatican City. Competent 
guides, parking space. 


GUIDES 

Authorized Guides’ Union, Rome, 
warns GI visitors to use only Official 
Government Guides. Authorized 
Guides wear "Union Official Badge 
Official Guide.” Guides stationed at 
all prominent places. and at ARC 
clubs) Pav on voluntary basis. Beat, 


EXHIBITION 
Masterpieces ot European Paintings, 


that this is a great war of libera- 
tion, that it is a turning point of| ¥ 
world history, and that it may, if, questioning, 
we are big enough to seize the|they can give generals another star, | 
time, begin an era such as we had | then why not 
not hoped for, then his experience | geants? Why not?” 
|. The most amazing part of the| 
Lt. Buckeridge wants to .KnoW | nol: was the absence of six-stripers 
jon the streets of Rome. In a two- 


In my opinion, men are tO!) our tour of the city we didn’t see 


be distinguished fom animals) ven one sergeant above the five- 


lstripe kind. They were as scarce 
| 


other minorities, so long as we can- |} 

not consciously influence the course | 

of history, we are still not reaching | jhe idea. In fact, he was all for 
How do we get there? I’m afraid sending a sales letter to the War 

I've still got to be general: First,| Department. 

there is a driving logic in this war! Multi Bouno... 


to Russia, red-baiting, anti-Negro many six stripers around now”—a 


_|it our way. In a story of this type, 





TANK 


jington, the President signed legis- 
|lation creating the new post of five-| 
istar generals and admirals. Yes- 
terday, in Rome, a few six-stripe | 
sergeants put in their bid for a! 


ROME—A few days ago, in “reais-| 


seventh stripe. 


said: 


just to it, and what is most impor- | 2S four-star generals. We did find 
tant, change their environment. So|four top-graders but, we had to 
long as we remain ignorant of the|search through many buildings and 
|cause of wars and depressions, so|hotels—sort of smoked them out. 

j}long as we maintain unthinking | 
prejudices against Negroes and from Brooklyn, was the first speci-| 
men we found of this rare species. | ’ 
And he was very enthusiastic over | 


Anthony Ficarra, 


"Wonderful idea,” he said. ’"Won- 
derful. You know, there are too 


point we couldn’t see—"and giving 
a few of them another rocker 
would clear that situation up. Of 
course, there would be the problem 
of where to tack on that extra 
stripe. You really wouldn’t, have any 
room for it on the sleeve, what with 
overseas stripes, service stripes and 
grass stains. I think they should 
put that extra stripe on the epaulet. 
Then, if Congress sometimes passes 
an eight-stripe or nine-stripe bill, 
they can add it right onto the col- 
lar. And the boys should have a 
new name—something like Super 
Duper Master Sergeants of the 
Army.” 

M-Sgt. Irving Levinson of Stam- 
ford, Conn., was leaning over a 
major’s desk when we found him 
and asked him what his reactions 
would be to a seventh stripe. The 
sergeant smiled affably at the 
major, looked at his sleeve where 
six stripes glistened in the morn- 
ing dew and muttered: "Oh my 
pack. Imagine, another stripe. Think 
I'll have to write a letter to Ann.” 
Ann, the major informed us, was 
the sergeant’s girl and she worked 
in Washington. It is our opinion 
that a girl named Ann may shortly 
be seen around the Capitol, lobby- 
ing for a seventh stripe. 

M-Sgt. Will Brandin, Philadel- 
phia, a veteran of more than 20 
years in the service, was against 
the idea. ’Hell, we don’t need them. 
What good would seven stripers 
be?” 

When we mentioned to Will that 
the extra stripe would mean extra 
money and extra privileges, he saw 


we just can’t have any leftists. 
"Well, if we gotta have it, we 
gotta have it,” Willie declared. ’To 
give them a name I'd go back to 
the old Army when we had ser- 
geants first-class, sergeants second- 
class, and so forth. We could call 
these seven-Stripers, master ser- 
geants first class. But, the trouble 
with that, instead of pulling their 
rank like they did before, they would 
probably go around pulling their 
class.” 


Néw Outfit, Too... 


Joe Cisowski, a six-stripe Brook- 
lynite thought that this wonderful 
idea should also give the lucky re- 
cipient a new, special uniform. "I'd 
call them senior sergeants and I 
think the new rank should go to 
the first sergeants. After all, they 
do all the work.” Joe is a first ser- 
geant, himself, which accounts for 
the prejudice. "That extra stripe 
should be a rocker. But it should 
be made conspicuous like putting it 
in a different color. I think a stripe 
in baby-pink would be just the 
thing.” 

Standing outside Joe’s building, 
we found a private who, we felt, 
would want to say something. 
"Yeah,” he said. "I got something 
to say. But first of all don’t use 
my whole name—just J. M. W.— 
call me Merriweather if you want 
to. If four star generals are getting 
another star, and six-stripe ser- 
geants are getting another stripe, 
how about us privates? You can 
put me down as coming from Can- 
ton, Ohio, and saying that the least 
they can do is give us another suit 
of winter underwear. Damn, it’s 
getting cold.” He turned and walked 
quickly away. 
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UP FRONT... 


By Mauldin 
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"I bet he backfired that thing on purpose.” 
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Japanese sea and air power has 
probably never been more audaci- 
ously flouted than when General 
Douglas MacArthur sent his 20- 
mile-long convoy of warships and 
transports steaming through the 
central Philippines from Leyte 
Gulf to Mindoro. 

The convoy, commanded by Rear 
Admiral Arthur D, Struble, went 
through Suriguao Strait, the his- 
toric route followed by Magellan 
when he explored the Philippines 
in 1521, the most direct way linking 
the Pacific with the Sulu Seas. 


ISLAND JUMPING 


The mighty American armada 
skirted the coast of Mindanao, 
passed Bohol, Negros and Panay 
islands, all Japanese-controlled. It 
followed nearly the exact route of 
the southern prong of the Imperial 
Japanese Fleet when that ill-fated 
flotilla moved to attack Leyte ship- 
ping a month ago. Every ship of 
the Japanese flotilla was sunk or 
severely damaged, and only a few 
strays straggled frantically out. The 
American invasion fleet moved un- 
harmed, although the Japanese 
well knew of its presence. A few 
scattered Nippon planes appeared 
—in the distance. 

One logical conclusion, as many 
newsmen were pointing out today, is 
that the great fleet victory of last 
October completely smashed Japa- 
nese sea power in the Philippines 
region, while the airfield and 
plane-blasting operations of Yank 
carrier-based fleets in recent weeks 
have left Japanese air power there 
crippled to where it is limited only 
to local actions. — 
Because of the immense strategic 
importance of Mindoro, newsmen 
were convinced that the Japanese 
will make a strong fight for the 
island. Lacking the command of the 
sea lanes, they could not hope to 
stop MacArthur’s sea approach. 
The Japs might, however, mount 
a powerful land counteroffensive 
if they chose. At its nearest pomt 
Mindoro is only ten miles from Lu- 
zon, and on Luzon the Japs have 
undoubtedly assembled their 
strongest army. 


TOO HOT FOR JAPS 


Loss of Mindoro would mean 
that Manila Bay, despite the for- 
tress of Corregidor in its entrance- 
way, would be virtually gntenable 


of Yank planes, taking off from 
Mindoro bases, could make an um- 
brella over it. That would be true, 
of Manila airfields. 

Therefore, it 1s probably reason- 
able to believe the Nips will throw 
legions of men across the narrow 
Verde Island passage between Min- 
doro and Luzon. 

Mindoro is high and mountainous 
with a fairly extensive coastal plain 
in the east and a smaller one in 
the southwest. Parts of the island 
have never been explored. It is 
about the size of Corsica, or 





—Sgt. HARRY SHERSHOW 





Yank Thrust To Mindoro 
Flouts Jap Naval Power 


there are the important towns of 
Calapan and Mamburao, and on 
the west coast the town of Sabla- 
yan. Calapan has a population of 
17,000, largest on the island. 

Besides flanking the Manila Bay 
region, Mindoro flanks the long 
Legaspi Peninsula on Luzon, which 
stretches south to Samar. Legaspi 
has the archipelago’s richest iron 
deposits. A railroad winds down its 
length, and many important towns 
are along it. Probably Legaspi has 
been strongly garrisoned in anti- 
cipation of an American push north 
from Samar. Now much of its gar- 
xison may be drawn north to use 
in the defense of Mindoro, because 
if Mindoro falls it, too, would be 
nearly untenable. 

In the bypassed islands of the 
mid-Philippine Visayan Island 
group, guerrilla troops were re- 
ported to be seizing airfields and 
key towns. There, on Negros, Pa- 
nay and Cebu, native guerrilla re- 
sistance has been maintained ever 
since the surrender at Corregidor. 
Four million Filipinos in these is- 
egg know and understand Eng- 
ish. 

The most important of these by- 
passed islands commercially is Ne- 
gros, northwest of Mindanao. It 
produces 75 percent of Philippine 
sugar and used to draw seasonally 
200,000 laborers from the poorer, 
nearby islands of Cebu and Panay. 

Cebu, an old Spanish colony, now 
much overcrowded, is a narrow is- 
land east of Negros. Its capital city, 
also named Cebu, is second in size 
only to Manila. Near here, on the 
tiny island of Mactan, Magellan 
fell in battle in 1521. 

—Set. JOE BAILY 





They Say... 





YASUSABURO AKIYAMA, Jap 
journalist, in a nostalgic broadcast 
overheard in America: 

"Just once in a while, I stroll to 
the places where once stood my 
favorite food shop and I can 
picture clearly how I would stand 
holding in one hand a nice, round, 
delicious rice ball with the oan- 
beatable, good piece of dark, red, 
raw tuna, and in the other hand 
a cup of hot, green tea.” 


DEAN ANN ANTHONY of Hunter 
College, discussing how college 
girls get jobs: 

"It’s amazing how many empioy- 
ers who write to us give first con- 
sideration to ’what sort of a per- 
son’ the girl is rather than what 
she knows.” ‘ 
AMERICAN CORPORAL in Eng- 
land, tasting ice cream, produc- 
tion of which has just been ‘°- 
stored: 

"Ice cream? In the States we call 





3,750 square miles. In the north 


this water ice.” 
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Destroying Foe In Italy Still 
Chief Task, Says Gen. Clark 





By A Staff Correspondent 


HEADQUARTERS, 15TH ARMY GROUP, Dec. 17—Having officially assumed command of 15th 
Army Group, the 48-year-old American Lt. Gen. Mark W. Clark finds himself in the unique 
position of commanding a combat force predominantly British, including the famous 8th Army 
and many units of Great Britain’s colonial forces, the famed ’defenders of the Empire” so often 
praised by Prime Minister Churchill. 

That General Clark is well aware of the honor and responsibility entailed by his new 
command was evidenced in an exclusive but heretofore unpublished interview with The Stars 





and Stripes given shortly after + 


Accident Losses Exceed 


the London announcement of 
his promotion. . 

General Clark said that the 
promotion had come as a com- 
plete surprise, adding—with a grin 
—that like any other soldier he 
sometimes wondered about the pos- 
sibility of reaching the next higher 
job. 

, As the 15th’s commander, General 
Clark said that its primary objec- 
tive would be, not to drive Marshal 
Kesselring’s forces out of Italy but 
to continue to destroy them in Italy. 
He prophesied ‘that the task could 
be accomplished within six months. 
STREAMLINE JOB 


He indicated that, in agreement 
with Field Marshal Alexander, his 


command would be streamlined|safety campaign to cut 
from its dual tactical-political setup |mishaps 


Theater Battle Casualties 





By Cpl. ED HOGAN 

Staff Correspondent 
ALLIED FORCE HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 17—The evac hospi- 
tal patient was returning to the ward when he found the grenade. 
He picked it up, carried it into the ward with him and began a 
minute examination of the serrated object. The pin extracted 


with the _ resultant 


of today and become purely tactical.|Josses in manpower. 


This was taken to mean that such 


The campaign, embracing all 


groups as the Allied Commission), aior commands in the theater 


and other bodies dealing with the 





easily, he learned. Within five seconds the soldier was dead and 
several patients within bursting radius lay injured. 
MTOUSA disclosed this example of an accident caused by | 





own¢ 





problems of Italian reconstruction | 
and rear-line administration of ter-| 
ritory still under Allied jurisdiction | 
would come under the control of 
MTOUSA, commanded by Field 
Marshal Sir Harold R. L. G. Alex- 
ander. 

While the British, of course, will 
continue to be fully represented at; 
15th Army Group, observers pointed | 
out that it is logical for General 
Clark to surround himself with a’ 
staff who are familiar with "The! 
Boss,” including many of his present! 


5th Army staff. Some of his sec-! 


tion heads are West Point class- 
mates and others have worked with 
the General during the past ten 
years of his meteoric rise from 
"just another good staff officer.” 
(In 1933 he was a major, having 
just been given that promotion af- 
ter 14 years as a captain.) 


COOPERATION NEEDED 

In his interview, General Clark 
revealed that plans originally had 
called for his leaving 5th Army im- 
mediately but that he has asked 
Field Marshal Alexander to post- 
pone the effective date of the shift 
until after his successor—which 
turned out to be Lt. Gen. Lucian K. 
Truscott, Jr—had arrived and be- 
come fully acquainted with the local 
situation. 


Cooperation of the Anglo-Amer-- 


ican forces would, of course, be the 
byword, the General stressed. Field 
Marshal Alexander and Clark have 
worked as a team since the start of 
the Allied campaign in Italy, and 
this would be but a continuation of 
that team, with each man one notch 
higher than their former relation- 
ship when Alexander commanded 
15th Army Group and Clark had 
5th Army, said the tall—six foot, two 
—youngish-looking American mili- 
tary leader. 


Generals Truscott and Clark have 
also worked together. Truscott com- 
manded the 3rd Infantry Division 
and later the 6th Corps when it 
was still with the 5th Army. 


Less well known is the fact that 
General Clark has also worked be- 
fore with the 8th Army commander, 
Lt. Gen. Sir Richard L. McCreery. 
General McCreery led the British 
10th Corps which landed at Salerno 
as part of General Clark’s forces. 

As now constituted, the» 15th 
Army Group includes the American 
5th Army and the larger British 
8th Army. ' 





RADIO PROGRAM 


AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY 
STATION, ROME 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


5:30—Reveille Roundup—News 
10:30~Encore—Jack Benny 
11:45—Personal Album 
12:30—News 

‘00—Shining Hour 
30—Skinnay Ennis 

:00—BBC News 

:15—Concert Hall of the Alr 
‘'30—California Melodies 
‘00—News—Music from America 
30-RAAC Band Concert 
:00—News 

‘30—Command Performance 
%—Duffy’s Tavern 

'30—NBC Symphony 
‘00—News From The States 
30—Sign Off 
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except 5th Army, will apply to all 
military personnel in the theater 
under jurisdiction of the U.S. Army. 
It also will apply to all U.S. civilians 
attached to or serving with the Army 
and to all local civilians émployed 
under Army supervision during 
their duty hours and in line of duty. 

In the case of 5th Army, it has 
been left to its commanding gen- 
eral to decide if he wishes to par- 
ticipate in the campaign at the 
present time. 

Col. W. S. Stone of MTOUSA sur- 
geon’s office, in a report of man- 
power losses suffered through non- 
battle accidents, disclosed that 1,- 
750,000 man days were lost through 
injuries in this theater last year, 
considerably more than were lost 
as a result of battle. 


EXCEED BATTLE 


In every month except three last 
year, injuries exceeded battle cas- 
ualties. Compilation of figures at the 
end of 1943 snowed that 61,435 
men had been confined to quarters 
or treated in hospitals because of 
injuries while battle casualties 
amounted to only 31,045. 

In the first nine months of this 
year, Col. Stone reported, 67,762 
persons were admitted to Army 
hospitals as a result of injuries. 

Injuries caused 1,173 deaths in 
1943, or approximately 13 percent 
of all the deaths in the theater 
including those killed in action. 
And the trend is up, not down. 

Statistics prepared for study 
showed that falls account for the 
majority of injuries, although ve- 
hicle accidents cause the most 
deaths. Through 1943 and the first 
nine months of 1944, an average 
of 32 men died each month as a 
result of vehicle accidents, a situa- 
jtion which led one medical officer 
to observe that "the jeep is Hitler’s 
secret weapon.” Fractured skulls 
and legs by the dozens have been 
recorded as a result of ‘soldiers 
jumping from vehicles before they 
have stopped. 

The campaign is designed to elim- 
inate. two factors, one of which 
must be present to produce an ac- 
cident—an unsafe act or an unsafe 
condition. 

An instance of the unsafe act 
was unfolded in the story of two 
GIs who found a dud and decided 
to keep it as a souvenir. On the way 
past a hospital it slipped from the 
arms of the soldier omen 
ending the military careers of both 








immediately and killing and wound- 
ing several others. 

Unsafe conditions produced seven 
deaths in one month, all victims 
having been crushed by falling 
weights. Even K rations and Cs can 
be dangerous, statistics showed, 
when they are not piled properly 
in ration dumps or warehouses. 

Although the campaign is con- 
cerned primarily with conservation 
of the theater’s manpower, its ef- 
fectiveness is expected to produce 
a great saving in equipment by re- 
ducing the number of motor acci- 
dents. 

CARELESSNESS BLAMED 

In crashes between Leghorn and 
Florence involving 19 trucks, all 
vehicles were wrecked and seven 
drivers hurt, five seriously. Inves- 
tigators laid the blame to careless 
driving on a slippery pavement. 

A Safety Policy Committee, set up 
by theater headquarters after a 
study of manpower iosses resulting 
from accidents, announced that the 
program will cover such matters as: 

Elimination of hazards, applica- 
tion of sound safety engineering 
principles, correction of deficiencies, 
traffic regulation and control, en- 
forcement of safety regulations and 
safety education. 

Operations will be decentralized 





“WHY "NCHA BLOW VER HORN?” 


so that each command may develop 
its own program to deal with its 
particular accident problems. Sim- 
— reports of each accident will 
sent to designated headquarters 
and consolidated monthly reports 
will be made to theater headquar- 
ters, the committee announced. 


P-51 Adds Photo Recon 
To Many War Services 


ENGLEWOOD, Calif., Dec. 17 
(ANS)—The P-51 Mustang, which 
makers call the world’s fastest air- 
plane, was revealed today to have 
taken on a new job, that of a heav- 
— photo reconnaissance 
ship. 

The Army permitted the North 
American Aviation Company to re- 
veal that a special compartment 
can now be built on the Mustang’s 
fuselage to carry cameras for both 
oblique and vertical photographs. 

As a photo plane the Mustang is 
called F-6, and "if necessary can 
fight its way to the target area, 
photograph the area, bomb the tar- 
get, photograph the bombed area 
and effectively deal with enemy 
aircraft on the way home,” North 
American said. 

















On a hiliiop overlooking enemy positions, Lt. Gen. Mark W. 
Clark, Commander of Allied Armies in Italy, is here pictured 
discussing strategy while visiting a forward sector of the 5th 
Army front. He is flanked by General Evered Poole, comman- 
der of the 6th South African Armored Division, and Maj. Gen. 
Willis Crittenberger, commander of the IV Corps. Behind 
them is Brig. Gen. Donald Brann, G-3, 5th Army. 
(Photo by Wooldridge, AFHQ) 





| Why Hitler Is 


carelessness today in announcing the start of a theater-wide | 
; Herr Brueckner (Maybe) Tells 


Keeping Quiet 





leadership of the Reich and ’’to 
leave the war to the generals.” 

According to the report, the 
following was the sequence of 
the events which "prompted” Hitler 
to abdicate as supreme war lord: 

At the end of September, Himm- 
ler, Goebbels, and Von Rundstedt 
drove to Hitler’s mountain home at 
Obersalzburg with a strong escort. 
while an entire SS Division blocked 
all roads and surrounded the estate. 

For one hour, Hitler refused to 
receive his “visitors,” but finally 
gave in. The decisive conference 
took place in the big reception hall 
of Hitler’s villa. 

Von Rundstedt spoke first, ac- 
cording to the report, and explained 
the war could be continued only if 
Hitler refrained from interfering 
in military matters. Hitler flared 
up and threatened to hang him, 
whereupon Heinrich Himmler inter- 
rupted and pointed out that "with 
all respect to the Fuehrer,” the 
continuation of the war was the 
most important of all considera- 
tions, and that the SS fully sup- 
ported the demands made by the 
military leaders. The conference 
lasted six hours, interrupted again 
and again by Hitler’s hysterical 
shouting and raving. 

The Fuehrer’s personal physiciay 
was called in to give him calming 
injections, and only while he was 
completely exhausted were the three 
able to "talk business” with him, 
the Free German Press Bureau 


stated. 
Hitler expressed concern over his 
resignation from the _ military 


leadership and said he thought it 
would weaken German morale. 
Goebbels assured him that in the 
future, he would be kept before the 
German people playing a leading 
role in receiving foreign diplomats, 
and above 4ll in tackling the giant 
problems of "German postwar re- 
construction.” 

Only a very smail circle of about 
two dozen people were informed of 
the change. 

Hitler is still asked for advice on 
important questions, but prevented 
from public speaking in view of the 
obvious risk involved in his habit of 
improvisation. 

Foreign observers in Stockholm 
generally consider that among the 
numerous versions of the Hitler 
crisis circulating here, the Free Ger- 
man Press Bureau’s report is the 
most detailed as well as the most 
plausible, despite the fact that at 
present, its authenticity cannot be 
checked. 


6th Corps CG 


WITH THE U. S. 7TH ARMY, 
Dec. 17 — Maj. Gen. Edward R. 
Brooks, 51 years old and an -artil- 
lery and armored warfare expert 
who once led the 2nd Armored Di- 
vision, has been in command of the 
veteran U. S. Army 6th Corps since 
Oct. 25, succeeding Lt. Gen. Lucian 
K. Truscott, Jr. 








STOCKHOLM, Dec. 17 (UP)—The Free German Press Bureau 
in Stockholm claimed today to have obtained the first authentic 
report of the "Hitler Crisis,” as the result of an indiscretion 
committed by the Fuehrer’s former SA Adjutant, 
Brueckner, at a dinner party in Berlin. 

The anti-Nazi press service’s report said that Gestapo Chief 
Heinrich Himmler, Propaganda Minister Dr. Paul Joseph Goeb- 
bels and Field Marshal Gerd von Rundstedt had forced Hitler 
to withdraw from the military #--———————_-—_______—__ 


Heinrich 


Allies Reveal Plans 
For Reich Schools 


SHAEF, Dec. 17—The "Voice of 
SHAEF” today gave its 13th and 
last broadcast of a series of in- 
structions to German citizens in 
the territory to be occupied by the 
Allies. It concerned education. 

Thé Allied spokesman told Ger- 
mans that it was the intention of 
the Supreme Commander to "era- 
dicate Nazism and German mili- 
tarism from the educational sys- 
tem.” All active Nazis and sym- 
pathizers will be removed. 

Elementary schools will first be 
re-opened, but supplies and facili- 
ties "must be furnished from your 
own resources.” The existing Ger- 
man educational system will be 
employed—subject to Allied con- 
trol. Any apvointments will not be 
considered permanent. 

The "Voice of SHAEF” empha- 
sized that the first objective in re- 
building the German educational 
system will be to knock the pins 
from under all teachings that tell 
of the "military glory of Germany.” 

"German teachers will be ine 
structed to eliminate from their 
teaching anything which glorifies 
militarism, expounds the practice 
of war or preparation for war, 
seeks to justify or revive the doc- 
trines of the Nazis, favors racial 
or religious discrimination or is 
hostile to the relations between any 
of the United Nations.” 








Postwar Naval Bases 
Sought By Congressmen 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 17 (ANS)— 
The Chairmen of the Senate and 
House Naval Committees want the 
United States to have whatever 
naval bases it needs outside this 


country, the Associated Press re- 
ported. 
Senator David I. Walsh (D, 


Mass.), said: "Any naval bases our 
strategists say are necessary to the 
defense of this country ought to 
be taken up at the peace table as 
part of the peace terms.” 

Representative Carl Vinson (D., 
Ga.), asserted he wanted the 
United States "to have whatever 
naval bases needed in the Pacific 
for the defense of this country. If 
they are now owned by other coun- 
tries I hope we can acquire them 
as we did the bases in the Atlantic 
in a manner satisfactory to all 
parties concerned.” Vinson said he 
referred only to Pacific bases "be- 
cause we already have Atlantic 
bases on a 99-year lease.” 
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Winner Disputed © 
In 7th Army Race 





By Sgt. ED CLARE 
Stars and Stripes Writer 
IN GERMANY, SOUTH OF KAISERLAUTERN, Dec. 15 (De- 
layed)—Co. K, Bill Mauldin’s old outfit, was among leading ele- 
ments of the 7th Army across the German frontier shortly after 


noon today. 


The real winner of the closely contested Patch’s doughfeet 
race to the enemy border probably will never be known. Reports 
of time of frontier crossings by various units made first-over 





honors vary as crazily as early+— 


returns from a tight election. 

The strongest bid for top hon- 
ors was made by Co. I of the 
103rd Division’s 411th Infantry. This 
outfit. commanded by Ist Lt. Wil- 
liam McCutcheon of St. Joseph, 
Mo., reported crossing the frontier 
west of Wissembourg at 1305 hours. 
Second place probably went to the 
same regiment’s Co. L which re- 
ported pushing across the border 
under the command of Capt. Jo- 
seph F. Kasun of Bisee, Ariz., at 
1320 hours 

WIN BIG RACE 

Bill Mauldin’s outfit claimed 
winning at least a three cornered 
race in the 3rd Battalion, 45th Di- 
vision’s 180th In@antry. Co. K,. led 
by ist Lt. Norman J. Young of 
Staten Island, N. Y., reported en- 
tering Germany west of Wissem- 
bourg at 1345 hours. Official divi- 
sion credit was given, however, to 
the 180th’s Company L, com- 
manded by Ist Lt. William O. Den- 
sam, whose time across the frontier 
was fixed at 1350 hours. 

Also in the money was Co. F of 
the 79th Division’s 315th Infantry 
which reported crossing from 
France into Germany at about 
1400 hours 

Although fighting through some 
of the roughest hill and wooded ter- 
rain on the 7th Army front, Bill 
Mauldin’s old company wound over 
a straight line distance of five kilo- 
meters in just over six hours in its 
push to the frontier. 

First of Co. K past the 1826 vin- 
tage French customs marker was 
not Mauldin’s Willie or Joe but 
Pfc. Stephen 8. Pilat of Northamp- 
ton, Mass., handle bar moustached 
squad leader. He was pofnt man for 
his platoon commanded by 2nd Lts. 
Brewster F. Ellis of Lansing, Mich., 
= Charles Roberts of Bradford, 


The company’s fight to the 
border was tough but inexpensive. 
At a cost of no casualties, Lt. 
Young’s outfit took 15 prisoners, 





Perhaps Silver Balls 
For Aryan Pawnshop 





NEW YORK, Dec. 17—Floating 
metal silver balls American air- 
men have encountered over the 
Reich may be another German 
attempt to create interfrenc with 
radio communications and detec- 
tion signals, the Associated Press 
said today. The metal would 
react on the "A” type of elec- 
tronic emission and would disrupt 
signals. 





killed half a dozen Germans, 
wounded three of four others and 
knocked out a bazooka anti-tank 
team. A fire fight 250 yards below 
the frontier was Co. K’s last battle 
in France. 

Rolling across the border with 
the doughfeet was "Chick,” a big 
Sherman from Co. C of a tank bat- 
talion. Commanded by 1st Lt. Phil- 
lip Levy of South Bend, Ind., 
Chick was ready to fire the first 
tank shell Siegfriedwards. 
The crew included Cpl. Charles 
Williams of Old Hickory, Tenn.; 
Pvt. John J. McHugh of Shenan- 
doah, Pa.; Cpl. Edward Paca of 
Delano, Calif.; Pfc. Ray E. Kelly 
of Eldorado Springs, Mo. 


FOR POSTERITY 

After entering Germany, tank- 
men and doughfeet with Ist Lt. 
Virgil Woodall of Marion, Ky., ex- 
ecutive officer with K Co. since 
Sicily, returned to scratch their 
names deep on the border marker. 

Back at the CP of the 3rd Bat- 
talion, commanded by Lt. Col. 
Everett Duvall of Spokane, Wash., 
Set. Harmon "Gene” Collins of 
Hobbs, N. M., Mauldin’s former 
Co. K communications sergeant, 
wanted to know when Willie and 
Joe were going to find out about the 
Siegfried Line. 








Two Full Years 


Of Hot Action 


Story Of [lth Armored Inf. 





WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Dec. 17—With two full years of 
combat behind it, the 11th Armored Infantry Battalion is now 
fighting through the Italian mountains as part of the 5th Army. 


The veteran infantry battalion, part of the 1st Armored|/had 


Division, landed on the beaches 


at St. Leu, Algeria, on D-day in 


North Africa and in three days captured Tafaroui Airport, La 


Senia Airdrome, and furnished 
the advance and rear guards of 
the 1st Armored tank column 
which took the city of Oran. 

From there, eastward to Tunisia 
and the bitter winter and more bit- 
ter fighting at Tebourba, Medjez El 
Bab, Ousseltia Valley and ”"Stuka” 
Valley, the 11th poured ammuni- 
tion at the Kraut-African Armies. 
In those days, when nearly every 
Plane overhead was German, ‘and 
no pilot was accepted as American 
until he had landed and shown his 
AGO card, the 11th learned to duck 
strafing and dive bombing. At Kas- 
serine Pass, when American bomb- 
ers and fighters first showed i in 
strength, the men of the 11th took 
time out from their ground fight 
to stand up and cheer. 

The 11th was instrumental in 
stemming the Nazi tide at Kas- 
serine, and after the bloody fighting 
at Maknassy, the enemy began to 
call the coverall-clad infantry 
"Green Devils” in grudging respect. 


VETS OF "MOUSETRAP” 


The fina! month of the Tunisian 
campaign found the 11th up to its 
chin in the famous ”Mousetrap” 
maneuver. With an excellently co- 
ordinated attack, the 11th teamed 
with another Ist Armored infantry 
battalion to capture Hill 273 and 
open the way to Ferryville. The 
campaign was over in two days 
with the surrender of the German 
high command to the division com- 
mander. 

After the campaign, men of the 
llth rested in Rabat with the re- 
mainder of the division, but the 
first day of 1944 found ‘them in 
muddy foxholes on Mt. Lungo, oiling 


their rifles to take Mt. Porchia,}11th 


which some war correspondents im- 
plied would be “suicidal to attack.” 
With 5th Army artillery support- 





s 
ing the action, the 11th and two 
other armored infantry battalions 
were still subjected to strong enemy 
fire, but they slugged their way to 
the top of Mt. Porchia to pave the 
way for the Cassino fight. 


TANKS THEIR JITNEYS 

A part of the force that captured 
Rome, the 11th saw St. Peter’s from 
the backs of tanks. Their rifles 
were loaded and the safeties were 
off as they chased the retreating 
Germans 15 and 20 miles a day 
north to Tuscanya. 

When the Germaz stopped at 
the Arno River, the 11th was get- 
ting a much neeced rest after plow- 
ing through the mountains from 
Grosseto to Voltera. When the 5th 
Army cracked the Arno defenses, 
the men of the 11th were among 
the first to wade the river. From 
the northern bank they stepped on 
Jerry’s heels as he rushed back 
to his prepared Gothic Line. 

Commanded by Lt. Col. Earnest 
L. Ripley of Besseme:, Ala., the Mth 
is still headed for Germany as it 
was on Nov. when it was one 
of the first two American infantry 
battalions to make physical contact 
with the Germans in this war. 

As the second battalion of the 
old 6th Infantry Regiment, a part 
of the American army for more 
than 160 years, the 11th is rich in 
military tradition. It began gather- 
ing battle streamers while there 
were still nly 13 states, but it 
became a separate battalion be- 
tween “fights with the Germans 
during this war. 

Foot sidiers for the moment, as 
they have often been before, the 
1 will roll out it< half-tracks 
and join "Old Ironsides” t  <s in 
pursuit whenever the breakthrough 





comes. 


medals. 


CONGRATULATIONS FOR NEW CHAMP 


Lt. Gen. Joseph P. McNarney, Commanding General, MTOUSA, congratulates Sgt. Andrew 
Roy, 5th Army boxer, after’ Roy had won the professional heavyweight crown in the Allied 
Boxing Championships. Winners received engraved wrist watches and runners-up got silver 


—————______ 





(Staff Photo by Sgt. Grayson B. Tewksbury) 





Termed Unavoidable 


By A Staff Correspondent 
ROME, Dec. 17—The shortage of 
artillery shells on the western front 
is one of those things that could 
not be anticipated, Rep. John M. 
Costello (D., Calif.), acting chair- 
man of the House Military Affairs 
Committee, declared here last night. 
Discussing the situation shortly 
after 14 members of the committee 
had arrived in Italy following a 
tour of the European Theater, Rep. 
Costello noted that skilled person- 
nel and armaments requirements 
had to be estimated months in ad- 
vance so that training and produc- 
tion schedules could be drafted. 

The ranking majority member of 
the House Committee now in the 
theater recalled that in the early 
days of the war, a pilot training 
program was planned and was well 
underway before it was discovered 
that pilot losses were below those 
anticipated. 

He said he did not think that the 
cause of the ammunition short- 
age should be the subject of a Con- 
gressional investigation, but merely 
that production should be increased. 

Referring to the recent announce- 
ment that Selective Service Boards 
been instructed te resume the 
drafting of men between the ages 
of 26 and 37, Rep. Costello said it 
was the natural result of the need 
for more men. 

He 
civilians under the age of 26 were 
rapidly being exhausted with the 
exception of essential workers whom 
it would be difficult or impossible 
to replace, even by the release of 
men now in the service. 


Gunner Gets Plenty 
Out Of Digest Piece 


MAAF HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 
17—Fireworks and confetti helped 
liven up a recent mission for Cpl. 
Kenneth F. Raser of Ozone Park, 
N. Y., tai! gunner on a B-25 Mit- 
chell. 

Cpl. Raser hed been reading a 
back number of the Reader’s Digest 
while flying over friendly territory. 
As he approached the lines, he 
placed the magazine in the machine 
gun rack near his left foot and 
went to work. 

Passing over the target along-the 
Brenner Pass, he heard an explo- 
sion and saw his compartment fill 
with confetti. A piece of flak had 
punched through the magazine, 
throwing up a fine shower of paper. 
He looked for the flak and found 
that it had ripped through his boot 
and stopped just before reaching 
his ankle. The magazine had acted 
as a backstop, slowing up the flak 
and saving the leg. 

"What article were you reading?” 
the corporal was asked on return- 
ing from the mission. 

"Drama In Everyday Life,” he 











replied. 





pointed out that the ranks of/at th 





Shortage Of Shells Boys Are Still Talking About 
Burnley, Show Stealer Deluxe 





By SID FEDER 
Associated Press. Correspondent 
(Sid Feder is a well-known sports writer and boring authority. 


These are his reactions of the Second Allied Boxing Championships 
just concluded in Rome.) + 








The black eyes and bloody noses 
dished out during a full week are 
back doing business as usual to- 
day in spite of alterations admin- 
istered in the secopd annual Medi- 
terranean boxing” championships, 
but around and about the boys are 
still talking about a loser as the 
guy who stole the show in the GI 
beak-busting party. 

The job turned in by T-Sgt. Ralph 
Burnley against Marcel Cerdan, the 
glamour boy of this competition 
for two years—the way Ralph came 
up off the floor, glassy-eyed and 
out on his feet, to take the play 
completely away before rocked 
to —y for k was far and 
away the top thriller of the week- 
long tournament. 


GLARING FAULTS 

To this observer the tournament 
itself has two glaring faults. Read- 
ing from left to right, these are (a) 
the c need for a far more care- 
ful selection of officials, particu- 
larly judges, and (b) a more suitable 
distribution of tickets, preferably 
e theater itself, on a first 
come first served basis, rather than 
at an office or club two miles from 
the arena. The French judge who 
ae to his feet during one bout, 

volving a French boxer and an 
American boxer, in the finals and 
began flailing away at thin air— 
throwing more punches than either 
fighter the ring—was a particu- 
lar hilarious impression at the time, 
but hardly left any confidence in 
that judge’s impartiality. Yet, this 
judge was allowed to continue and 
officiate several more bouts. 

To Burnley, although defeated, 
must go the big pats on the back, 
and the fellow who probably will 
remember him best of all is Cer- 
dan himself. Especially that hook 
Marcel caught on the whiskers that 
rocked him in the first round. 


CAME THROUGH 
Now, that’s not ta a thing 
away from any of the othegs, par- 
ticularly Cpl. Mike Zampini, the 
southpaw swatter who came 
through when the chips were down 
—who carried the whole 5th Army 
team on his shoulders in that last 
bout of the last card. With his squad 
trailing and himself a 3 to 1 under- 
dog—with no takers—among the 
ringside clientele, the Ohio artillery- 
man let go a 155 that flattened 
Cpl. Jim McDonald and boosted the 
5th Army into a tie with the French 


Kearse Wounded 


SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 17 (ANS) 
—Eddie Kearse, former Seattle 
catcher, was wounded in France 
Nov. 22, his mother said today. 
Kearse, property of the New York 





— African outfit for the team 
tle. 

What made it all the merrier is 
that while Mike is obviously a green 
hand at the business of scrambling 
noses, McDonald is no worse than 
a photo finish as the best educated 
amateur this corner has seen in 
some dozen years of “covering” 
beak-busting parties, both of the 
simon pure and the "pay-under- 
the-bridge” variety. 

GLASS AIDED 5TH 

And when the 5th Army starts 
passing out posies, it might not be 
a bad idea to award the 5th Army 
Service Plaque, or a reasonable fac- 
simile thereof, to Pvt. Milt Glass, 
the jumping jack who serves on the 
Adriatic team but was just about 
the best man on the 5th Army side. 
Because, when Milt bounced ke way 
to a win over the favored North 
African, Cheriff 
bounced the 5th Army nose mash- 
ers right back into the picture just 
when it looked as if the North Af- 
ricans had the thing wrapped up 
like a pair of drawers in Macy’s 


basement. 

Most obvious thing about the 5th 
Army team was its performance in 
spite of apparent lack of condition. 
Thumpers like Corporals Melvin 
Pullen and Zampini were hauled in 
off the lines and had no chance to 
get into any better shape than that 
required to handle a knife and fork 
at chow time. The North Africans, 
on the other hand, looked as if 
they’d just come in from six weeks 
at e Bey’s which is a train- 
ing camp in Jersey where fighters 
train to fight—and Tony Galento 
just trains. 


Randolph Field Tips 
Superbombers, 13-6 


NEW YORK, Dec. 17 (ANS) — 
Randolph “Field’s Ramblers ended 
their football season here yester- 
day, defeating the Second Alt 
Force Superbombers, 13-6, before 
8,000 fans who braved mild snow 
flurries to witness the game. 

The Texas Flyers had a perfect 
season with 11 straight victories 
and the championship of the 4 
The game was designated a title 
affair before the Superbombers 
went down to defeat, 14-7, at the 
hands of the Third Air Force 
Gremlins of Morris Field. N, ©» 
last week. 

The game was a bone-crushing 
battle between powerful lines Cc 
hard-running backfields decided y 
first and third period touchdown 
for the Ramblers and a magn k 


Maamar, he 











—- entered the Army Dec. 7, 


cent goal-line as the cloc 
ran out. 
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5th, North Africa Tie For Championship 








North Afrieca’s Allied boxing champs. Left to right; top row: 
Sailor Marcel Cerdan, pro middleweight; Pvt. Omar Koudri, 
pro welter, and Gunner Rene Pons, pro feather. Bottom: Pvt. 


Sliman Hamouti (left), 


pro bantam, 


and Pvt. Rabah 


Hedroug, pro flyweight. 





Here Are Champs Who 
Helped 5th Keep Crown 





ROME, Dec. 17—Here are the five 
title-winners who helped the 5th 
hold its Allied Boxing Champion- 
ship at the Brancaccio Theater Sat- 
urday night by fighting a strong 
North African team to a tie: 

(1) Dvr. Joe Gallagher—amateur 
flyweight champ. The only Brit- 
isher on the team, Joe is a member 
of a tank transporter com- 
pany, a British unit attached to 
the 5th Army. His home is in 
Coventry, and during the famous 
German raid on that city he lost 
a younger brother. He won the 
British Army flyweight title in 1942. 

(2) Cpl. Melvin Pullen—amateur 
bantam champ. A Negro radio 
operator with a 92nd Cavalry 


Majors End Confab; 
Night Baseball OK'd 


NEW YORK, Dec. 17 (AN8)— 
The major leagues concluded their 
joint meeting yesterday with the 
approval of unlimited night base- 
ball for next season. At the same 
time they banned all football teams 
—professional and _ college—from 
their parks until all home games 
have been played or the club own- 
ing the park has been eliminated 
Pd concluded World Series competi- 
ion, 

Following the precedent set at 
last July’s meeting, the majors 
granted permission to all teams to 
Play night ball at any time except 
Sunday. This measure was passed 
for one year only, but conceivably 
Will be extended for however long 
the war lasts. 

The football resolution provided 
that major league ball clubs would 
not commit themselves to rental of 
their fields until such times as the 
baseball team had no further use 
of the park. The ‘measure 
Was not passed, baseball men em- 
Phasized, in reprisal for football 
competition or to stifle professional 
football, byt merely to insure that 
the baseball parks would not be 
Scuffed and torn up from football 
cleats. The football resolution, un- 
like the night baseball measure, 
Was permanent and applied not 
only to professional but to college 
i as paey 

@ majors vetoed two posals 
brought from the minor postings 
at Buffalo this week. They refused 
to increase the AA draft price from 
7,500 dollars to ten grand and also 
rejected the minor league conten- 
tion that major league teams in- 
Yading minor territory should re- 
pmburse the club of the invaded 
©wn plus the remainder of the in- 
Vaded league. 











Recon unit. Mel has been overseas 
“only about three months,” but he’s 
been in the lines all 12 weeks of it. 
He was a Golden Gloves flyweight 
champ in New York in 1942. 

(3) Pvt. Ezzard Charles—pro 
light heavyweight champ. A truck 
driver with a front line QM trans- 
portation outfit, Charles, before en- 
tering the Army, was a leading na- 
tional middleweight contender. 

(4) Sgt. Andrew Roy—amateur 
light heavyweight champ. A mem- 
ber of an infantry medical detach- 
ment, Roy has been overseas about 
15 weeks, and has been boxing about 
12 years. He held the Pennsylvania 
light heavyweight title from 1939- 
42, and has fought ringmen like 
Billy Soose, Tommy Tucker and 
Tohy Cisco. 

(5) Cpl. Mike Zampini—amateur 
heavyweight champ. Mike, who gets 
credit for saving the 5th’s title by 
——. = an opponent highly 
favored the odds, has been over- 
seas more than 30 months with an 
artillery unit attached to the Ist 
Armored Division. He was a Golden 


‘Gloves champ in Cleveland in 1939. 


eS 


One of the fighters with a tend- 
ency to bounce off the canvas every 
time he was clipped on the button, 
started to rush his opponent Satur- 
day night. He was promptly cau- 
tioned by a ringside heckler, who 
yelled: "People with glass chins 
shouldn’t throw punches.” 


a ; Sn 


_ When T-5 Joe DiMartino-climbed 
into the ring with Fort Slocum 
emblazoned on the back of his robe, 
a small group of Britishers sitting 
directly behind us began to specu- 
late about its meaning. Finally one 
said with dignity: "Must be some 
sort of reservation in North Amer- 


ica,” 
—M. D. 


His Friends Remember 
An Old-Time Champion 


CHICAGO, Dec. 17 — J 
Clabby, once a middleweight cham- 
pion who died in a shack at Ham- 
mond, Ind., 10 years ago, is not 
forgotten. 

Sports writers no longer wonder 

in print how he could win in the 
ring while violating all training 
rules. But in a cemetery at Ham- 
mond there was placed last week 
a granite headstone showing Clabby 
in a fighting pose. 
— stone was purchased with 
Rohde, Hammond bartender, who 
kept a big jar on the backbar for 
that purpose. More than 300 persons 
contributed. 





dollars collected by Charles| Otto 
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Fiith Army’s champion beak-busters, co-holders of the Allied Boxing Championship with 


the North African Zone team. Top row, left to right: Capt. John F. Sullivan, coach; Pvt. 
Ezzard Charles, pro lightheavy; Cpl. Mike Zampini, amateur heavyweight; Sgt. Andrew Roy, 
pro heavyweight. Bottom: Cpl. Melvin Pullen (left), amateur bantamweight, and Driver Joe 


Gallagher, amateur flyweight. 


4 
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(Staff Photos by Sgt. Grayson B. Tewksbury) 











NIGHT BOUTS 


FINALS 
(Amateurs) 

Bantamweight—Cpl. Melvin Pullen, 
5th, outpointed Spr. Henry Johnson, 
NAZ. 

Featherweight—T-4 Arthur Attleson, 
CZ, outpointed Royal Marine Ronald 
Burr, TZ. 

Welterweight — LAC Tommy Mc- 


Flores, 5th. 

Light Heavyweight—Sgt. Alfred La- 
brecque, CZ, outpointed Cpl. Leroy 
Jeffrey, 5th. 

Heavyweight — Cpl. Mike Zampini, 
5th, knocked out Cpl. Jim McDonald, 
AZ. 

(Professionals) 
stopped Pvt. Cheriff Maamar, NAZ, 
(3). 

Welterweight — Pvt. Omar Koudri, 
NAZ, outpointed T-5 Joseph Di Mar- 
tino, CZ. 

Middleweight — Sailor Marcel Cer- 
dan, NAZ, stopped T-Sgt. Ralph Burn- 
ley, AZ, (3). 


More All-America 
Teams Coming Up 


NEW YORK, Dec. 17 (ANS)— 
The All-America team to end all- 
America selections for 1944 was re- 
leased by the Associated Press yes- 
terday. Though All-America selec- 
tions may bore you after a while 
this is unusual for the players have 
been chosen to the mythical squad 
from all sections of the country. 

The team: ends, Phil Tinsley of 
Georgia Tech and Hubert Bethol 
of Texas Aggies; tackles, Don Whit- 
mire of Navy and Johnny Ferraro 
of Southern California; guards, Bill 





ton Nichols of Rice; center, Tex 
Warrington of Auburn; quarter- 
back, Les Horvath of Ohio State; 
halfbacks, Bob Fenimore of Okla- 
homa Aggies and Glenn Davis of 
Army; fullback, Felix Blanchard of 
Army. 


NEW YORK, Dec. 17 (ANS)— 
Randolph Field placed two men on 
the Associated Press All-Service 
football team, Lt. Bill Dudley and 
Sgt. Jack Russell. The remainder of 
the mythical eleven was picked from 
Army and Navy installations in all 
sections of the country. 

The team: ends, Russell and Lt. 
Nick Susoeff, Second Air Force; 
tackles, Lt. Joe Stydahar, Fleet City 
Bluejackets, and Ensign John Wou- 
denberg, St. Mary’s Preflight; 

» S-le Garrard Ramsey, 
Bainbridge Naval Station, and C-S 
Russell Letlow, Camp Perry; cen- 
ter, Cadet George Strohmeyer, 
Iowa Preflight; quarterback, Cadet 

Graham, North Carolina Pre- 
flight; halfbacks, Sgt. Ckf&rlie 
Trippi, Third Air Force, and Lt. 
Len Eshmont, Norman Naval Sta- 
tion; fullback, Dudley. 








Lightweight—Pvt. Milton Glass, aS t 





FIGHT RESULTS |Cerdan-Burnley Bout Best 
Of Tourney For Excitment 


By Sgt. JACK FOISIE 
Staff Correspondent 


ROME, Dec. 17—On the good left mitt of one Cpl. Mike Zampini 
| today rests the loving cup of all 5th Army boxing fans, for with 





|that southpaw ham he won for them a tie for the team title 


Govern, AZ, outpointed Pvt. Manuel; in the Second Allied Boxing Championships. 


A tie with the North Africans was the best that the 5th 
|/Army could do in their quest to retain their scroll won last 





‘KO of Cpl. Jim McDonald last 
night in. the amateur heavy- 
; weight windup that did it. 

Each of the 15-men teams took 
five championships. Under tourna- 
ment rules in that case the winning 
Zone would be determined by the 
number of runners-up. Each team 
had four runners-up, and since 
there was nothing in the book be- 
yond that to break the tie, the 
North Africans and the 5th Army 
were declared co-winners. 

The Adriatic Zone took three 
titles: the Continental, two; and 
the Tyrrhenian, one. 


Here are the champions: 


AMATEUR 
Flyweight: Drv. Joe Gallagher 
(5th) 


Bantamweight: Cpl. Melvin Pul- 
len (5th) 

Featherweight: T-4 Arthur Attle- 
son (CZ) 

Lightweight: Pvt. Willie Thomas 
(AZ) 


Welterweight: LAC Tommy Mc- 
Govern (AZ) 

Middleweight: Pvt. Junius A. 
Woods (TZ) 

Light Heavyweight: Sgt. Alfred 
Labrecque (CZ) 
renee: Cpl. Mike Zampini 


Hackett of Ohio State and Hamil-| (5th 


PROFESSIONAL 
Flyweight: Pvt. Rabah Hedroug 
(NA) 
Bantamweight: Pvt. Sliman Ha- 
mouti (NA) 


Featherweight: Gunner Rene 
Pons (NA) 
Lightweight: Pvt. Milton Glass 


(AZ) 

Welterweight: Pvt. Omar Koudri 
(NA) 
Middleweight: Sailor Marcel Cer- 
dan (NA) 


Light Heavyweight: Pvt. Ezzard 
Charles (5th) 
eee: Sgt. Andrew Roy 
) 


While it was Artilleryman Zam- 
pini’s 1 ever punch, a le™ hook to 
the chin of the heavily-favored Mc- 
Donald, that sent the full house 
home happy, the challenge given 
the sh ae champion Cerdan by 


~ 
uo 


a virtua unknown Negro mid- 
dleweight named T-Sgt. Ralph 
Burnley from the Adriatic Zone 
highlighted the championship bouts. 
For the first time in the tourney 





the Frenchman was severely rocked 
by a punch, one of Burnley’s left 


February at Algiers, and it was¢— - 
Zampini’s surprising first round |hpooks in that first round which 


saw the look of confidence momen- 
tarily disappear from  Cerdan's 
handsome face. 

Sensing a magnificent upset in 
the offing, the crowd was yelling 
delightedly as the second bell rang 
and Burnley moved out to hold his 
slight point edge. But this time it 
was different and instead of an 
uvset the packed Brancaccio The- 
ater saw Cerdan perform like the 
champion that he is, dealing out 
a savage barrage cf lefts and rights 
that split Burnley's defense wide 
open. But Philadelphia’s 23-year- 
old Burnley would not quit. Down 
once, he struggled to his feet again. 
Cerdan moved in and delivered the 
kill. But somehow Burnley was up 
again at nine, and—obvicusly out 
on his feet—he began to lash Cer- 
dan like a madman. This time the 
cheering was almost awe-like. Cer- 
dan himself was amazed and moved, 
but as a fighter he had no course. 
Another terrific right laid Burnley 
across the ropes like wet laundry. 
The bell rang at the count of seven. 

Everyone knew that the fight was 
over—but Burnley. His seconds 
dragged him over to the blue corner 
and he was coming to when the 
bell rang for the third. He started 
weakly to rise but the crowd pleaded 
to his trainers not to let him. The 
trainers didn’t need the pleading. 

It was a technical knockout for 
Cerdan and he was the first man to 
reach and embrace his colored foe. 
The 3,000 fans cheered both fight- 
ers for over five minutes. 


DIFFERENCES OUT 

While there nad been during the 
six-day tourney moments of heat 
between the strongly - partisan 
French delegation and the equally 
strongly partisan American fight 
fans, this Cerdan-Burnley bout ap- 
peared to wipe the slate clean and 
past differences were forgotten in 
the mutual warmth of admiration 
for a great fighter and a man of 
great courage. 

The other finals during the af- 
ternoon and evening generally saw 
the favorite come through and the 
only doubt remaining was whether 
the inspired 5th Army mittmen 
could keep pace with -their con- 
ditioned inter-Allied North African 
rivals. Zampini’s sleep-producing 
left was the answer. 

Lt. Gen. Joseph P. McNarney, 
Deputy Allied er, pres- 
ented the winners with engraved 





watches. 








<A 


we Om 


Page 8 


THE STARS AND STRIPES 





Monday, December 18, 1944 





Yanks Told To Keep 
Out Of Greek Fight 


ATHENS, Dec. 17 (UP)—Brig. Gen. P. L. Sadler, commander 
of the American relief forces in Greece, today told a press con- 
ference that Americans now in Greece were under the strictest 
orders not to become engaged in military operations or to take 
any action which "could possibly be interpreted as intervention 





in Greek political affairs.” 

Gen. Sadler said that ”’Amer- 
ican personnel assigned to 
Greece, including their equip- 
ment and vehicles on duty in Greece 
are concerned with relief and re- 
habilitation only and are NOT au- 
thorized to participate directly or 
indirectly in the operation phase, 
although they naturally will comply 
with the security regulations laid 
down by the British commander.’ 

Gen. Sadler stressed that Amer- 
icans in Greece were acting under 
a Washington directive in accord- 
ance with which "the participation 
of the United States military in 
Greece is strictly limited to relief 
and rehabilitation which is essen- 
tial to relief.” 

Sadler concluded: "Until the 
present situation is resolved or until 
we receive other instructions, we 
shall continue to carry out our 
present orders.” 

Sadler reported that the military 
authorities are still trying to dis- 
tribute food and other supplies on 
the basis of population to both the 
ELAS and Government controlled 
areas but that the tactical situation 
reduced relief distribution in the 
Athens area by 75 percent. 

In answer to a question, Gen. 
Sadler said that rellef supplies were 
kept separate from military sup- 
plies and that when the British had 
drawn one case of medical supplies, 
it had been done with the written 
understanding that the relief organ- 
ization was to be repaid in kind 
in Greece. 

He went on to say that although 
most of their warehouses were in 
ELAS areas none had been raided 
by the ELAS forces. 

He said he tried to distribute sup- 
plies in Red Cross trucks and that 
in most cases the ELAS troops re- 
spected them although four Ameri- 
cans on his staff had been wounded 
while on relief missions. 


Philin Guedalla, 55, 
Author, Succumbs 


LONDON, Dec. 17—Philip Gue- 
dalla, noted English author, died 
here today at the age of 55 after 
a long illness. Last June, Guedalla 
credited penicillin with saving his 
life, but the powerful, new drug 
evidently failed the distinguished 
historian and biographer this time. 

Guedalla’s latest book dealt with 
his 20,000-mile air trip last year 
during which he followed the path 
of the advancing armies. At the 
town of Appolonia he slept in the 
bedroom which had been occupied 
by Field Marshal Rommel. 

Born in London and educated at 
Oxford University, Guedalla prac- 
tised law for a time as a young man 
but gave up his practice in 1923 to 
devote his time to writing. He ran 
for Parliament a number of times 
under the sponsorship of the Labor 





rty 

Guedalla wrote a number of his- 
tories and biographies which had a 
wide popular appeal. Among his 
best known books are a biography 
of Wellington, "The Duke” 1931; 
"The Hundred Years,” 1936; "The 
Hundredth Year,” 1940; and a bio- 
graphy of Britain’s World War II 
io: Minister, "Mr. Churchill,” 


Envoy Resigns 
LONDON, Dec. 17—Lord Temple- 
wood, British Ambassador to Spain, 
today asked to be relieved of his 
duties, it was officially announced. 
It was not stated whether a suc- 
cessor had already been chosen. 





8th Captures Faenza 
After Fierce Fight 


(Continued from page 1) 
fierce counterattacks during the 
day and captured Celle, which lies 
two miles west of Faenza. 

Fighting on the right flank of 
British and Indian troops who took 
vital strongpoints on the south- 
western approaches to Faenza, the 
Kiwis pushed ahead to capture the 
cemetery on the outskirts of the 
city as other New Zealand troops, 
from their bridgehead over the La- 
mone, approached the city from the 
east. 

Other 8th Army troops, turning 
west, cut the main Faenza-Bologna 
road, 25 miles west of Bologna, and 
reached the Senio River, three miles 
from Faenza and one mile east of 
the important highway junction of 
Castel Bolognese. 

As the German defenses loosened 
southwest of Faenza, British and 
Indian troops swept through and 
occupied Pergola, while Polish 
troops further west crossed the Sin- 
tria River, a tributary of the Senio, 
and captured a number of heights 
southeast of Castel Bolognese. 

German pressure remained strong 
northeast of Faenza, where Cana- 
dian troops further consolidated and 
extended their bridgehead over the 
Canale Naviglio. More than 150 
Kraut prisoners were taken yes- 
terday as the Canadians pushed 
ahead to their next water barrier, 
the Fosso Munio Canal. 

During the 24 hours prior to the 
capture of Faenza, 8th Army troops 
in the Lamone River sector took 
more than 550 prisoners. 

On the 5th Army front, things 
were generally quiet vesterday with 
scattered patrol clashes and har- 
assing enemy artillery fire featur- 
ing the day’s activity. 

The town of Tossignano, which is 
about 12 miles west of Faenza, re- 
mained in German hands after bit- 





ter fighting. British troops of thej- 


5th Army, who were last reported to 
hold all but the northern section of 
Tossignano, have apparently with- 
drawn, as Allied aircraft yesterday 
dropped a heavy bomb load on Ger- 
man positions inside the town. 
With the fall of Faenza, which 
has a population of 25,000, the whole 
8th Army line is gradually swinging 
around to the northeast along both 
sides of Highway 9. The way is now 
clear for a possible drive across 
the rolling plain toward Bologna. 











RED ARMY 


(Continued from page 1) 








tegic and industrial centers north 
of Miskolc. 

South of Budapest from the very 
approaches of the capital to the 
mouth of the Drava River, dozens 
of bridges are being thrown across 
the turbulent Danube, where rein- 
forcements are moving ceaselessly. 
Some are being bogged down in the 
Lake Balaton area where mud 
makes the going tougher than in 
the Budapest sector. 

Yugoslav troops have captured 
Uzice, the last town the Germans 
held in Serbia, Marshal Tito’s 
headquarters announced, virtually 
completing the campaign to clear 
Serbia 


Yank Units Forced 
To Yield Territory 
On Western Front 


(Continued from page 1) 
blow in two weeks against the U. S. 
9th Army, just of where the 
1st is battling. 

The American lines were hit, 
dented and then straightened out 
after our forces dislodged Nazi in- 
fantry which carried out an assault 
aimed at taking the road between 
Linnich and Beeck, both north of 
Julich. The attack was made in 
regimental strength after a brief 
artillery preparation. 

On the U. S. Tth Army front, the 














Tommy May Re-Buy 
House’s Furnishings 





NEW YORK, Dec. 17—Tommy 
Manville, never a man to fret 
about pany Fag | today mag 
would buy , if necessary, the 
furnishi: 


mated 70,000 dollars — enough to 
make a down payment on a 
blonde 


The OPA temporarily stopped 
the auction Tuesday to put ceil- 
ing prices on articles being sold, 
including the inlaid walnut bed 
from Tommy’s master bedroom 
which he shared so briefly with 
seven wives, now divorced. 

The 50-year-old asbestos heir 
said he resented insinuations that 
he was trying to cash in on the 
present high prices. He said the 
only reason he sold the furnish- 
ings in his mansion was because 
it was lonely without a wife and 
only two servants. ; 

















Nazi lst Army appears to be aban- 


Bonomi To Support 
Women’s Suffrage 


ROME, Dec. 17—Prime Minister 





Ivanoe Bonomi and two of his cab- 


inet members have promised "at 


doning the whole Palatinate border h a 
line except on the ‘7th’s extreme ag Fe mong A wae nt 1? 
left wing where, aided by good 4e€-| women the righi to vote, Rep. Clare 
fensive country, they are offering Boothe Luce (R. Cont:.), said yes- 
resistance from Maginot forts, Ger- terday. 


man troops are reported rushing 


Mrs. Luce said she talked with 


back into Siegfried zone houseS,|premier Bonomi at a reception 
casemates and strongpoints, and|given by American Ambassador 
taking with them people of small/ Alexander C. Kirk. 


towns and villages. 


"I spoke first to Mr. Bonomi,” 


Seventh Army infantrymen have} Mrs. Luce said. "He asked how in- 
now breached the Reich frontier|terested American women were in 
in four places. Their rifles are| Italian affairs, and I told him they 
pointing toward Karlsruhe, from| were interested in giving all possible 
eight to 15 miles distant. The left|2id to Italy, and that they were 
flank of the 7th is heading for the| most interested to know if Italian 


Saar towns, and possible juncture 
with the U. S. 3rd Army. 

The U. S. 3rd Army likewise is 
under enemy pressure. Nazis are 


women were going to be given the 
right to vote. 
"Mr. Bonomi said he was heartily 


in favor of women voting and that 


at the earliest possible moment he 


fighting for every foot of ground|\ i.’ inport legislation to that ef- 


beyond Saareguemines. 


fect Later the Minister for For- 


In a series of attacks by the 90th eign Affairs, Alcide de Gasperi, and 


Division of the 3rd Army yesterday, 


the Minister for Justice, Umberto 


en0 Germans were Eiled and 090] tupin, told me the same thing. 
forces were not known. An Allied ioe pe A mow Se os “nd 
broadcaster said that 265 pillboxes| Wnojeheartedly in favor of wom- 


were destroyed or captured by 
Americans. Most of these were lo- 
cated in the area of Dillingen 


en’s suffrage” 


where U. S. troops are facing heavy Gestano, German Troops 


counterattacks. 





GREECE 


(Continued from page 1) 








Expelled By Switzerland 


BERNE, Dec. 17—The Swiss Fed- 


eral Council announced today that 
a number of members of the Wehr- 


macht and the Gestapo, who re- 


. cently crossed into Swiss territory, 
statement accusing the guerrilla/have been escorted back to the 
army and its political committee,|German border. The Swiss Gov- 
EAM, of ignoring his demand that|ernment made it known earlier this 
ELAS troops in Athens and the|/year that members of the Gestapo 
Piraeus cease resistance and hand/| would not be allowed into Switzer- 
in their arms.- According to BBC,] land. 


the statement insisted on fulfill- 
ment of those conditions. 


"So far as harboring foreign 


troops as refugees is concerned, the 


Reuter’s today quoted the text| Federal Council will examine thor- 
of a telegram sent to General Sco-|oughly each case,” the Swiss state- 
bie on Dec. 8 by Maj. Gen. Stefanos} ment said. 


Sarafis, commander of ELAS. The 





telegram accused the government of |= 


Prime Minister Georges Papand- 
reou of taking no action against 
known collaborators. 

"For the past two years,” the 
message said, "we had to meet 


_ PHILIPPINES 


(Continued from page 1) 








with force any attempt to impose 


dictatorship ... As free men fight-| night of Dec. 15 in the waters south 
ing with our fighters in Athens,|of Mindoro, according to the United 


we shall 
wherever necessary, until -you rea- 


continue the _ struggle| Press. 


Press dispatches reported that the 


lize your responsibility to history,|20-mile-long convoy steamed for 
and, reconsidering your decisions, |two days through the central Philip- 


cease to attack.” 
Meanwhile, there was no lull in 


pines with little enemy opposition. 


The only hitch in the landing, 


hostilities, and sharp clashes were| Army News Service reported today, 
reported from several sectors of|was when one warship signalled: 


Athens. It was announced in the 


"The beach in front of the bom- 


Greek capital that approximately|bardment sector is crowded with 
3,800 casualties had been suffered} welcoming Filipinos and Carabaos 








by ELAS since the outbreak of|(water buffalos), what shall we 


fighting. 


do?” 





LI'L ABNER 


(Courtesy of United Features, distributed thru CNS) 


By AL CAPP 





VE COT JUST 24 HOURS 
TO PROVE THAT SOM 























Dare hetr Gord: 


Gh toa ned-Blerdiad,. 








A PLANE ZOOMS THROUGH THE NIGHT, 
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Italy Front Tough, 
House Body Agrees 
After 5th Army Tour 


(Continued from page 1) 
accompanied the Represen 
for most of the trip. tatives 

The tour, which teok the Repre- 
sentatives as far forward as bomb. 
shattered Loiano and to within four 
miles of the front lines and ahead 
of Allied heavy gun emplacements, 
gave them a first-hand view of the 
cozy muddy lowlands and forbid- 
ding mountains through which the 
5th Army has moved. 

They didn’t get to the ioxholes, 
But they saw and felt the mud. 
They gasped at the artillery 
shriveled trees on the bleak slopes 
of the snow-capped and cloud. 
shrouded mountain peaks. They 
heard the roar of Allied artillery, 
They saw a German 88 mm. shell 
land less than 1,000 yards away, 
They were wetted by the rain, and 
they felt the bitter cold. , 

In the middle of the Gothic Line 
the Representatives dismounted 
from their jeeps and slogged their 
way through ankle deep mud to the 
crest of a slope near Altuzzo Hill. 

There, standing within a few feet 
of the graves of several German 
soldiers, they watched and listened 
while General Clark told of the 
fighting around the hill where at 
one stage of the battle dogged Ger- 
man defenders threw back eight 
American attacks. General Clark 
described-the fighting in the sector 
as among the toughest in which 
the 5th Army had engaged in all 
Italy. 

SAMPLED MUD 


The Congressmen travelled over 
rock strewn, mud-rutted roads, at 
times so narrow and curving that 
one way traffic and four wheel 
drive were necessary. They saw 
knee booted GIs shovelling the mud 
from the sides of the road and they 
passed the lighted Christmas tree 
at Radicosa Pass where American 
doughboys have attempted to cre- 
ate a bit of the holiday atmosphere, 
even though they are far from 
home. 

They lunched on K rations and 
coffee in a bomb-wrecked building 
at Monghidoro and attended non- 
denominational services on the sec- 
ond floor of the same building. 
The Congressmen were told by 
Chaplain Dean T. Stevens of 
Bethlehem, Pa., that upon them 
rested the responsibility for the 
establishment of a world to which 
the doughboys could return and 
live in peace with others. Earlier 
the party had passed through a 
ruined village where church bells 
were calling the paesanos to Sunday 
worship. 

The party returned to Florence 
after a stop at the 8th Evacuation 
Hospital commanded by Lt. Col. 
Harris S. Colomboe. There the Com- 
mittee members talked with sol- 
diers who had been brought from 
ed battlefield but a few hours be- 
ore. 


VIEWED PISA 


The Congressional party arrived 
in Florence late yesterday after- 
noon after a flight from Rome 
which took them over Leghorn, 
Pisa and the line of the Arno 
River. The C-47s in which the 
committee previously had flown 
from Naples to Rome circled low 
and around Pisa to give the Repre- 
sentatives a view of the famous 
leaning ‘tower. - 

General Clark and members of 
his staff greeted the Committee at 
the airport after the Congressmen 
inspected an international guard of 
honor composed of American white 
and Negro soldiers, a detachment of 
Wacs and groups of South African 
and Indian troops. 

Later in the afternoon, the Com- 
mittee was taken on a tour of in- 
spection of the largest Army ord- 
nance maintenance plant in the 
Mediterranean Theater, commanded 
by Lt. Col. Herbert A. Suddard of 
Wareham, Mass. 

Accompanied by ordnance of- 
ficers who served as_ individual 
guides, the Congressmen were taken 
through the various shops of the 
sprawling plant, whose functions 
were explained by Col. William 
Jaynes of Wilmington, Del.. &X- 
ecutive officer of 5th Armv Ord- 
nance. 

As Maj. Thomas E.. Thrasher of 
Birmingham, Ala., told Congress~- 
man John J. Sparkman (D.. Ala), 
"this plant is equipped to fix any- 
thing from watches, binoculars an 

small arms to eight-inch guns 2d 
50-foot tank transports.” 

After dinner, the Representatives 
attended a showing of one of the 
great documer.tary pictures of the 


Jwar—the Army Pictoria! Service's 


"San Pietro.” The sound film, nee 
piled from shots made on the [i 

during the battle for San thee 
last December, gave the member 








a realistic picture of the grim battle. 
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